Management of Patients Potentially Exposed to Rabies

Did an exposure to rabies potentially occur?
« Did a mammal (animal with fur) bite the patient?
« Did the patient’s open wound, broken skin or mucous membrane contact saliva or central
nervous system tissue from a mammal?
« Did the patient have direct contact with a bat such that a bite or scratch cannot be ruled out?
« Did the patient waken to find a bat in the room or see a bat in a room with a previously
unattended young child or mentally impaired person?
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The Division of Epidemiology and Immunization is available 24/7 to answer questions about human exposures. Call 617-983-6800
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