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TO:

Early Intervention Program Directors
FROM:
The Department of Public Health – Early Intervention Program
DATE:
March 25, 2009
RE:
Addressing the social emotional well being of children enrolled in Early Intervention – utilizing a universal approach to screen and support children and families. 

The Interagency Coordinating Council voted in November 2008 to unanimously accept the 

Vision Statement and recommendation of the Program Planning committee to address the 

social and emotional well being of all children enrolled in Early Intervention.  

Vision Statement: The Massachusetts EI system supports each child and family’s social 

emotional well being and assists in achieving positive development in all children by

recognizing and promoting children’s earliest relationships and learning within the context of

their family, community and culture.  The system addresses the mental health of all children 

enrolled in EI using a consistent and universal approach to screen and support children and 

families.

The Department of Public Health recognizes and highlights the importance of the principles of 

relationship-based practice and reflective supervision within the EI system and plans to provide 

support and resources to the Massachusetts Early Intervention system to promote the mental 

health of children enrolled in EI in the following areas:

I. Supporting Local Implementation – The DPH in collaboration with the EITC, the

Program Planning Committee and Connected Beginnings will develop a comprehensive training 

plan that addresses the social emotional well being of children and will frame a professional 

development system to support the diverse needs of the field.  This will include embedding

relationship-based practice into the current EI Orientation Training, Building a Community as 

well as developing Special Sessions that address the topic.  

II. Highlighting current Training Opportunities - The DPH will inform the field and

continue to highlight the many training opportunities offered in the Early Childhood community

such as the Connected Beginnings IN-TIME trainings; and the MEIC conference such as the 

Round Table Discussion on Embedding Social Emotional Screening into Program Practice; 

Strengthening Early Attachments; The Impact of Neglect on Attachment and Development;  

Reflective Practices of Social Emotional Assessment; Infant Observation: A Training Model for Relational Understanding; Maternal Depression: An Overview; and Addressing Maternal Depressive Symptoms: Experiences from Project Solve.  

III. The Development of New Training Opportunities/Modalities

· Screening Tools – ASQ-SE & Greenspan

· Relationship based practice 

· Reflective Supervision

· Trauma

· Attachment

IV. Guidance to Providers on the use of a valid and reliable social emotional tool 

The Department of Public Health will support programs in developing a universal approach to social emotional screening using either the Ages or Stages Questionnaire: Social Emotional or the Greenspan Social-Emotional Growth Chart.

The DPH anticipates a 2 – 3 year implementation timeline for Early Intervention Programs to embrace and address the social and emotional well being of all children enrolled in EI utilizing a universal approach to screen and support children and families.  The Department supports the recommendation of the Program Planning Committee and will provide guidance to EI Programs throughout the implementation of this initiative.

Feel free to contact Patti Fougere, 617-624-5975 or at patti.fougere@state.ma.us or your regional specialist if you have any questions or comments.

1

