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Prevention & Wellness Advisory Board 

Sustainability Sub-committee Meeting 

Wednesday September 30
th

, 2015 

1:00-3:30 pm 

Committee Attendees: 

Jean Zotter (DPH), Maddie Ribble (MPHA), Jeff Stone (MA Health Council), Samantha 

Pskowski (for Rep Hogan), Zachary Crowley (for Sen Lewis) 

Committee Members Excused: 

Sarah Sabshon (for Rep Sanchez), Erika Scibelli (for Rep Welch) 

DPH Staff Present: 

Carlene Pavlos (Bureau Director), Lameya Ahmed (PWTF), Jenna Roberts (by phone-PWTF) 

1. Jean Zotter called meeting to order at 1:12  

 

2. Introductions and quorum established 

 Senator Lewis is sending representation as well 

 PWTF Team will update the Committee contact list with new member 

 

3. Committee member introductions 

 

4. General introduction of attendees 

 

5. Overview of agenda presented by Jean Zotter- consensus of committee for approval 

 

6. Discussion of meeting minutes and timeline 

 Minutes received late—consensus to wait to vote until the end of the meeting 

 Current model of the Trust cannot be assessed until we receive the Harvard evaluation 

 DPH will send revised timeline  
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 Co-Chairs decided to set a topic for each upcoming meetings to allow flexibility for 

speakers  

 Timeline approved 

 

7. Carlene Pavlos-Presentation on The Prevention and Wellness Program Trust Fund  

 

Grantee Program: Vision and Overview 

 Presentation – see slides 

 Comments: 

o It takes a long time to develop and build a partnership.  

o E-referral takes time.  

o It’s hard to change the clinical system 

 

8. Maddie Ribble and Alyssa Vangeli -Presentation on history of the Trust 

 

 Health Care for All (HCFA) goal: how do we include public health in cost 

containment 

 Alyssa Vangeli of HCFA provided overview of Ch. 224 

o Goal is to reign in health care costs, delivery system reform 

o Health Policy Commission – implement provisions of Ch.224 

o Center for Health Information Analysis(CHIA)- data collection and analysis 

o Blue Cross Blue Shield summary distributed for reference 

 Zachary Crowley legislative history 

o Difficult to pass bills so it is incredible that the Trust Fund passed into law 

o Senator Chandler and Lewis had an educational caucus for the bill for years 

o Political moment of opportunity- healthcare costs a problem 

o Many state trust funds were dismantled during the budget crisis 

o $57 million is huge for a state agency, smaller size chosen to show that it 

could work pilot 

o Money going to communities, so legislators more likely to back 

 Maddie Ribble- additional context 

o We need to support coverage by tackling quality and cost 

o Initial proposal for indefinite time limit, 75$ million a year 

o Drumbeat: “We cannot get cost control without prevention.” 

o 100+ state legislators actively involved, interfaith groups, businesses involved 

o Senator Lewis was a champion 

o 3 pots, Prevention Trust, health information technology, CHART program 

 Jean-What will legislators want to know given that we have to report in January 2017 

but the PWTF program ends in July 2017? 

o What are the credible healthcare savings that we have here  

o Story of person alive and healthy because of the program in one of the districts 

o How great the program is 
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o Can we continue to have insurers on board and willing to pay  

o Can we build on this current program 

o Legislators have various levels of awareness currently of PWTF, the 

community is much more involved and it would be great for them to relay to 

legislators how effective PWTF has been. 

 Maddie- What are voluntary funds that we can find for PWTF down the road? 

o And can we link it to the MassHealth re-design? 

 

9. Karin Carroll – Grantee Presentation on Lynn Partnership 

 See presentation 

 

10. Comments: 

 Maddie-we should help legislators and other key players see the connection between 

state healthcare costs and benchmarks and the work done on the ground at the micro-

level 

 We should have people from each partnership call legislators and convince them to 

attend the program presentation in June 

 

11. Review meeting schedule, next steps and adjourn meeting 

 Next meeting Thursday Oct 29
th

 from 1:00-3:00 

 Sending out calendar dates, and Outlook invites  

 Continue the phone call line  

 Minutes from last meeting approved 

 

12. Meeting Adjourned at 3:16 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lameya Ahmed 


