
Rank* <1 year 1-14 years 15-24 years 25-44 years 45-64 years 65-74 years 75-84 years 85+ years All Ages

1 Short gestation 
(114) 

Unintentional 
Injuries (32)

Unintentional 
Injuries (206)

Unintentional 
Injuries (588) Cancer (3,295) Cancer (3,024) Cancer (4,189) Heart disease 

(5,827) Cancer (13,375)

2 Congenital mal-
formations (52) Cancer (19) Homicide (70) Cancer (323) Heart disease 

(1,587)
Heart disease 

(1,518)
Heart disease 

(3,705) Cancer (2,490) Heart Disease 
(12,891)

3 SIDS (26)
Congenital 

malformations 
(7)

Suicide (43) Heart disease 
(231)

Unintentional 
Injuries (578)

Chronic Lower 
Resp. Disease 

(491)
Stroke (972) Stroke (1,362)

TOTAL 
INJURIES 

(2,910)

4
Pregnancy 

Complications 
(20)

Ill defined 
conditions (6) Cancer (34) Suicide (158) Chronic Liver 

Disease (272) Stroke (292)
Chronic Lower 
Resp. Disease 

(951)

Alzheimer’s 
Disease (1,041) Stroke (2,868)

5 Complications of 
placenta (15) Homicide (5) Ill defined 

conditions (22) HIV /AIDS (77)
Chronic Lower 
Resp. Disease 

(270)
Diabetes (194)

Influenza & 
pneumonia 

(524)

Influenza & 
pneumonia 

(936)

Chronic Lower 
Resp. Disease 

(2,529)

6 Intrauterine 
hypoxia (10)

Heart disease 
(5)

Heart disease 
(15) Homicide (76) Diabetes (239) Nephritis (168) Nephritis (442)

Chronic Lower 
Resp. Disease 

(797)

Influenza & 
pneumonia 

(1,748)

7 Neonatal 
hemorrhage (10)

Influenza & 
pneumonia (4)

Congenital 
malformations 

(7)

Ill defined 
conditions (68) Stroke (205) Septicemia 

(161)
Alzheimer’s 

Disease (417) Nephritis (620) Alzheimer’s 
Disease (1,556)

8 Unintentional 
Injuries (9) Septicemia (2) Stroke (4) Stroke (32) Suicide (189)

Influenza & 
pneumonia 

(153)
Diabetes (365) Unintentional 

Injuries (356) Nephritis (1,390)

9 Bacterial sepsis 
of newborn (6)

In situ 
neoplasms (2)

Aortic aneurysm 
(4)

Chronic Liver 
Disease (29)

Septicemia 
(141)

Unintentional 
Injuries (141)

Septicemia 
(284)

Ill defined 
conditions (315) Diabetes (1,127)

10 Necrotizing 
entercolitis (6)

Acute bronchitis 
(2) Nephritis (3) Diabetes (27) Nephritis (137) Chronic Liver 

Disease (90)
Unintentional 
Injuries (260) Diabetes (299) Septicemia 

(893)

All Causes 369 124 471 1,953 8,660 7,572 15,333 18,811 53,293

Data Source: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH
* This table is based on data from the Massachusetts Deaths, 2006  report. Ranking is based on number of deaths (in parenthesis).
The overall injury ranking presented here for all ages is based on all injury intents combined (unintentional, suicide, homicide, and injuries of undetermined intent).
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