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MEMORANDUM

To:
Monica Bharel, MD, MPH, Commissioner, and Members of the Public Health 
Council
From:
Ron Benham

Bureau of Family Health and Nutrition
Date:
September 16, 2015
RE:
Proposed Rescission of 105 CMR 230.000: Healthy Start Program
______________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an overview of the proposed rescission of 105 CMR 230.000: Healthy Start Program. The Department of Public Health, Bureau of Family Health and Nutrition (DPH/BFHN) proposes rescinding this regulation as it no longer exists under the Department of Public Health and the authorizing statute has been repealed. 

BACKGROUND 
105 CMR 525.000 sets forth standards for eligibility for the Healthy Start Program, the duration and scope of benefits, and procedures for appealing the denial of benefits. The Healthy Start Program is a public health program designed to lower the infant mortality rate by enrolling eligible low income, uninsured women in early, continuous, comprehensive maternity care.
The authorizing statute for the regulation, M.G.L. c. 111 § 24DS, was repealed in 2003 by St. 2003, c. 26, § 300.  At that time, the program was moved from the Department of Public Health and taken over by the MassHealth program.  
PROPOSED RESCISSION OF REGULATION
105 CMR 230.000 sets standards for eligibility for the Healthy Start Program, the duration and scope of benefits, and procedures for appealing the denial of benefits. Among the provisions of 105 CMR 230.000 are requirements for:

· The application process for Healthy Start Benefits;
· Benefits eligibility;
· Duration of benefits;
· Reimbursement of services;
· Standards of care for delivery of services; and
· The client appeals process.
These provisions have not been used by DPH since 2003, when the statute authorizing DPH administration of this program was repealed and the Healthy Start Program moved from the Department’s purview to that of MassHealth.  As such, this regulation is no longer necessary and is recommended for rescission. 
CONCLUSION
After an initial presentation to the Public Health Council, a public hearing and comment period will be held. Any comments received will be reviewed and presented to the Public Health Council at a subsequent meeting. If approval for rescission is granted, DPH/BFHN will proceed with rescinding these regulations. 




MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner





Tel: 617-624-6000


www.mass.gov/dph











CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor








