The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Health and Human Services

Department of Public Health

250 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108-4619
[image: image1.png]___-E






TO:

Commissioner Monica Bharel, MD, MPH, and Members of the Public Health Council

FROM:
 Kevin Cranston, MDiv, Director, Bureau of Infectious Disease 



Alfred DeMaria, MD, Medical Director, Bureau of Infectious Disease
  

State Epidemiologist

DATE: 
October 21, 2015


RE:
Proposed Rescission of 105 CMR 310.000:  Transportation and Funerals of Persons Dead of Diseases Dangerous to Public Health 

Introduction

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Public Health Council on the proposed rescission of 105 CMR 310.000:  Transportation and Funerals of Persons Dead of Diseases Dangerous to Public Health.  105 CMR 310.000 was promulgated in 1907 to regulate the transportation and funerals of persons dead of diseases dangerous to public health In the early 1900s, the top causes of death were infectious diseases such as scarlet fever, typhoid fever, and tuberculosis.
  During that time, the science of disease transmission was less understood, leading many to fear transmission of these infectious diseases by the deceased.  However, we know there is little to no threat of transmission via dead bodies through better scientific understanding of disease transmission today.  
Background

Concern about the potential for direct transmission of infections from the bodies of those who died of contagious diseases arose in the late 19th Century when the spread of infectious diseases was less well understood. These concerns resulted in laws requiring the Department of Public Health to promulgate regulations overseeing transportation and funerals of those who died due to infectious disease.  The understanding of the transmission of contagious diseases has changed significantly since that time.  Current scientific understanding recognizes that dead bodies do not present a significant infectious disease risk and that generally accepted and implemented practices of standard precautions obviate the need for this regulation.  Protocols exist at the federal level 
 
  to guide the process of moving, embalming, cremating or burying a dead body.  

Proposed Rescission 
105 CMR 310.000 is no longer necessary, due to modern scientific understanding of disease transmission and as implementation of protocols overseeing transportation, embalming, cremation, and burial of dead bodies. 
Conclusion
After an initial presentation to the Public Health Council, a public hearing and comment period will be held. Any comments received will be reviewed and presented to the Public Health Council at a subsequent meeting. If approval for rescission is granted, the Bureau of Infectious Disease will proceed with rescinding this regulation. 
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsushistorical/mortstatsh_1907.pdf" ��http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsushistorical/mortstatsh_1907.pdf�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/prions/cjd/funeral-directors.html" ��http://www.cdc.gov/prions/cjd/funeral-directors.html�


� � HYPERLINK "http://nfda.org/" ��http://nfda.org/�
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