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January 13, 2016
RE:
Informational Briefing on Proposed Rescission of 105 CMR 340.000: Reporting and Control of Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) 
Introduction
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise the Public Health Council on the proposed rescission of 105 CMR 340.000: Reporting and Control of Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs).  This rescission will eliminate duplicative regulatory language while still requiring infectious disease reporting, including reporting of STDs, to the Department of Public Health (“Department”, “DPH”).

Background
105 CMR 340.000 was established in 1917 to authorize STD services and reporting of STDs to the Department.  At the time it made sense to implement disease reporting requirements specific to STDs, as no other specific disease reporting regulations existed.  Comprehensive disease reporting regulations were not implemented until 1964 when 105 CMR 300.000 – Reportable Diseases, Surveillance, and Isolation and Quarantine Requirements was established. 105 CMR 340.000 is duplicative of the reporting and surveillance requirements found in 105 CMR 300.000. 

Description of the Proposed Rescission of the Regulations

The rescission of 105 CMR 340.000 allows those individuals, facilities, and local boards of health who must report certain diseases to the Department to have guidance and direction from one comprehensive regulation while maintaining DPH’s authority to receive reports of and monitor STDs across the Commonwealth through surveillance of all reportable diseases via 105 CMR 300.000 – Reportable Diseases, Surveillance, and Isolation and Quarantine Requirements.
105 CMR 300.000 is a comprehensive regulation that monitors disease trends and maintains the public’s health through centralized reporting and surveillance of infectious diseases by certain entities, such as local boards of health, hospitals, and laboratories, through the Massachusetts Virtual Epidemiologic Network (MAVEN) to DPH.  This regulation encompasses requirements for all reportable diseases, including those for STDs currently contained within 105 CMR 340.000.  There are sections within 105 CMR 300.000 specific to infectious disease reporting and control, but the overarching purpose of this regulation is to provide the authority that allows the Department to monitor the public’s health and intervene when necessary.  
Conclusion 

In accordance with Executive Order 562, To Reduce Unnecessary Regulatory Burden, DPH has conducted a comprehensive review of 105 CMR 340.000 and recommends the regulation be rescinded.   Rescission of this regulation will allow the Department to maintain the authority to conduct surveillance on STDs and establish state certified STD clinics as this authority is granted through other regulatory and legislative language, including reporting and surveillance requirements found in 105 CMR 300.000.  

After an initial presentation to the Public Health Council, a public hearing and comment period will be held. Any comments received will be reviewed and presented to the Public Health Council at a subsequent meeting. If approval for rescission is granted, the Bureau of Infectious Disease will proceed with rescinding this regulation. 
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