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October 7, 2016
Monica Bharel, M.D., MPH
Commissioner
Department of Public Health
Office of Grants Management

250 Washington Street
Boston, MA  02108-4619
Re:  Proposed Regulations amending the Determination of Need (105 CMR 100.000)

Dear Commissioner Bharel: 
The Associated General Contractors of Massachusetts (AGC MA) wishes to convey its support for the comments and recommended changes provided by the Massachusetts Health and Hospital Association (MHA) regarding the proposed amendments to the Department of Public Health (DPH) Determination of Need (DoN) regulations.  Based on input received from contractor members, we believe these comments provide a sound basis for developing amendments conducive to the timely and cost-efficient development of healthcare facilities.
 AGC MA is a professional construction association representing firms that provide building construction services for commercial and institutional clients.  Our organization consists of over one hundred firms in the built environment/construction industry.    Member firms have been partners in the development of many medical facilities in the Commonwealth and value their relationships with healthcare providers in the construction and renovation of medical facilities.  Accordingly we particularly endorse many of the MHA’s comments which are aimed at sensible improvements to the timeline for project delivery and incorporation of best value construction methods.  MHA’s comments on Regulation 100.100 components regarding what constitutes good cause for delays in project implementation, definitions of material changes related to site preparation and changes in architectural design,  and the need to focus on separating the DoN process from existing local zoning and other approvals, are particularly valuable as they relate to efficient project delivery. 
AGC appreciates the opportunity to support the efforts of MHA in advancing the revision and modernization of DPH regulations.  Furthermore we commend the work of DPH in undertaking this important task related to the delivery of healthcare services in the Commonwealth. 
Sincerely, 
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Robert L. Petrucelli

President & CEO, AGC MA

888 Worcester St., Suite 40

Wellesley, MA  02482

781.235.2680 - www.agcmass.org


