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September 21, 2016

The Chinese Progressive Association applauds the Massachusetts Department of Public Health for reviewing state regulations regarding the Determination of Need process which guides hospitals' contributions to community health. 

We are a 39 year-old civil rights organization that serves the Greater Boston and Eastern Massachusetts Chinese community.  We work with partners on environmental health research and mitigation strategies and organize for improvements in working and living conditions that shape the underlying social determinants of health.

We commend the Department for taking a systemic and health equity approach, requiring greater transparency and accountability for hospital investments in community health, and particularly for creating higher standards for community engagement.  Real community engagement will lay the foundation to achieve these goals.

As part of its new standards for community engagement, we recommend that the following elements be incorporated into your guidelines and procedures.

· Continuous Engagement: Community engagement involves but is not limited to creation of a community governance structure in which community members have a decision-making role.  Engagement should be consistent throughout the process, from initial assessment through final implementation.

· Diversity: Different racial and ethnic communities, gender balance, and a representation of different setors and types of organizations are all important for deep community engagement.

· Open Discussion: Draft and final assessments and implementation plans should all be openly discussed and brought back to the local community for final agreement. Transparency in providing information and procedural information is integral to this openness.

· Sustainable and equal partnerships: In order to address the underlying social determinants of health, hospitals and community groups need long-term partnerships that enable communities to address long term needs around housing, employment, education, or the environment as they relate to community health.  It is important that these partnerships reflect equitable relationships that support communities' own initiatives.

Again, thank you for your review of this important process and for the opportunity to provide comments. We look forward to continued public conversation.

Lydia Lowe

Co Director
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