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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on proposed changes to Determination of Need (DoN) as they relate to Ambulatory Surgery Centers, 105 CMR 100.740A

My name is Paul Farkas. I am a gastroenterologist practicing in Springfield.   I am affiliated with both Mercy and Baystate.  I am also a partner at Pioneer Valley SurgiCenter.

Let me start with the bottom line, so to speak…when my wife needed a procedure last summer, there was no question but that she would be going to Pioneer Valley SurgiCenter.

For years all of us in the GI community have known that surgicenters provide a higher level of care.  First of all they are easier for the patients, often elderly, with their easy parking, much easier registration process, and a much more user friendly interface.   They have much more nimble administrations, where problems are faced quicker and resolved in conjunction with the providers.   The atmosphere is much more relaxed and friendly.   And the care, I would argue, is at least as good as the local hospitals.   It is only recently that Mercy has upgraded their facility and process to begin to rival Pioneer Valley.

In Springfield they also met a real need…Booking at Baystate was becoming increasingly challenging for us.  Our wait times were lengthening.  When there we were spending more and more time waiting between cases, and running further and further behind.  No one likes being one to two hours late for a procedure.  Certainly not our patients.

But from a DPH view point, while providing superior care, this is being done at a much lower cost at outpatient surgicenters.

I find it increasingly difficult to understand why our state would want to force freestanding ASC’s to affiliate or joint venture with acute care hospitals.

First of all, it creates yet another conflict of interest.

More importantly it will ultimately increase costs to patients, insurers, and the system as we reduce competition.

Hospitals are becoming increasingly complex places, with increasingly complex administrations, and can’t possibly be as nimble in terms of changing processes as smaller surgicenters.

Let me share with you what you know….our group took three years to recruit a new member.  She is joining us, not because she chose Western Mass, but because her husband will be working here.	Getting highly qualified doctors to our valley is a real challenge.   One of the bright spots in our practice is our surgicenter, not because we own small shares in it, but because it works for us and for our patients.

Please do not take this away from us.

Paul Farkas
