October 7, 2016

Monica Bharel, M.D., MPH

Commissioner

Department of Public Health 

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108-4619

Re: Proposed Regulations Amending the Determination of Need (105 CMR 100.00)

Dear Commissioner Bharel:

HealthSouth Corporation, headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, operates two inpatient rehabilitation hospitals in the Commonwealth: the HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of New England in Woburn and the HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of Western Massachusetts in Ludlow. 
We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to the Department of Public Health (DPH) Determination of Need (DON) regulations designed to improve and streamline the regulatory process. 
HealthSouth Corporation supports the comments submitted by the Massachusetts Health & Hospital Association (MHA) that suggest several clarifications and amendments to the proposed regulations and would appreciate notification of any further opportunity to comment as the proposal moves through the approval process.
Sincerely yours,

/s/

Walter C. Smith

Director, State Regulatory Affairs

HealthSouth Corporation
