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Deborah Dickerson, President                                      Rebekah Gewirtz, Executive Director

October 7, 2016

Commissioner Monica Bharel & Members of the Public Health Council
Department of Public Health
250 Washington Street
Boston, MA 02108

Re: Comments on Proposed Amendments to 105 CMR 100.000, Determination of Need

Dear Commissioner Bharel and Members of the Public Health Council:

Thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on proposed regulatory changes to the Determination of Need Program (DoN). We are pleased that the Department of Public Health has proposed significant modernization of the DoN program. DoN is an essential tool to promote strong public health and health facilities planning. However, the DoN program has not kept pace with the changing health care landscape or the growing evidence base about effective public health strategies to address the underlying causes of poor health and health inequities. 

The proposed regulatory changes provide an important and powerful update to DoN, which will serve to align state public health goals with the evolving health care market. 

We are pleased that the regulations require demonstration of public health value for proposed projects, with a focus on promoting heath equity. The inclusion of this criterion will ensure that projects approved under the DoN process align with state goals to improve quality of life and reduce inequities in health outcomes across populations.

We are also pleased that the regulatory changes include the establishment of state health priorities and important updates to the Community Health Investment (CHI) program. 

It is crucial that investments made as part of CHI obligations be targeted to areas of need that are data-driven, that there is strong community engagement in determining the nature of the investments, and that investments are evaluated for public health impact. The proposed changes create important opportunities to advance these goals, and we look forward to participating in the public engagement process that will inform the sub-regulatory guidance on these issues. 
We would like to thank the Baker Administration for its leadership in this area. As providers take on more risk in the changing health care landscape, it will be even more important that we all focus on the underlying social determinants of health that drive poor health outcomes, lead to dramatic health inequities, and drive up costs for providers, insurers, and the Commonwealth. 

These proposed regulatory changes put in place important structures and expectations that will help the Commonwealth advance these goals.

Sincerely,

Rebekah Gewirtz
Executive Director
Massachusetts Public Health Association 
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