
September 21, 2016
Nora Mann, Esq.
Director, Determination of Need Program
Department of Public Health
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
99 Chauncy Street
Boston, MA 02111
Re:
New Determination of Need Regulations 
Dear Attorney Mann:
On behalf of Shields Health Care Group, Inc., we would like to commend and thank the Department of Public Health (the “Department”) for its months of effort in modernizing its Determination of Need program (“DoN”) regulations. Without question, new rules that are designed to reflect the current state of health care in Massachusetts will benefit both providers and patients alike. We support the inclusion of MRI in the proposed regulation as technology/equipment that should continue to be regulated by DoN.
We would also like to emphasize to the Department that PET-CT is likewise a sophisticated imaging technology that should continue to be subject to DoN review. At present, however, the proposed rules do not specifically identify PET-CT as a “DoN-Required Equipment” or a “New Technology.”
It is important that the Department continues to require DoN review and approval before allowing new MRI and PET-CT equipment to be introduced. It has been proven in other states that deregulation contributes to higher costs in part due to creating supply that exceeds demand. Deregulating MRI and PET­ CT has the potential to result in oversupply and overutilization of high cost equipment ultimately adding costs to the system.
Therefore, before they are adopted, we urge the Department to revise its proposed regulation that PET-CT is explicitly regulated as “DoN-Required Equipment” or “New Technology” as will be MRI, or at least include PET-CT on its additional list of DoN-regulated equipment on a long-term basis.
Please also allow me to express our support to the Department for its proposed changes to the rules concerning Ambulatory Surgery in light of the current health care quality data and significant studies conducted by community hospitals. Allowing limited growth of ambulatory surgery by acute care hospitals is a sensible approach to ensuring access without increasing costs to the system.
Sincerely,
Carmel Shields

Executive Vice President

Shields Health Care Group

700 Congress Street

Quincy, MA 02169
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