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October 6, 2016


Massachusetts Department of Public Health 250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108


Dear Sir/Madame,

I have been in practice in Massachusetts for almost twenty years, working in multiple settings- from public to private to federal.  I am writing today to express my opinion in opposition to the new regulations governing Determination of Need as it relates to the Ambulatory Surgery Center setting.  ASCs in general offer patients high quality outpatient surgical services at costs much less than both acute care settings and HOPDs while maintaining excellent standards.

The number of ASCs in Massachusetts has decreased over the past 8 years from 63 to 56 this year.  The current regulations would create an environment to further decrease the number of centers with the DoN requiring an affiliation with an acute care facility.   These acquisitions by acute care hospitals would increase the overall market consolidation which often results in higher costs for health care.

The proposed DoN regulations will result in a migration of patients to higher cost HOPDs resulting in higher total medical spending and increased costs for patients through higher premiums and out of pocket costs.  In addition, the consolidation of providers has not always proven to increase efficacy and quality outcomes.

Finally, requiring a DoN and/or a hospital affiliation for ASCs to add equipment, change services, transfer ownership, make capital expenditures and change location severely prevents any forward progress for healthcare delivery.  The landscape in all specialties is constantly changing and stagnation would prevent the continual improvement of healthcare delivery that we experience today.  Many physician owners have taken great risks to provide high quality, streamlined care for their patients outside of the hospital setting by providing a competitive price point with excellent results.

Please reconsider the current DoN regulations as they are currently proposed.  ASCs provide an excellent solution to today’s current healthcare needs and spending.


Sincerely,

Santiago Villazon, M.D.

Medical Director, Premier Vision Consultants, LLC, Waltham, MA

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology, Boston University School of Medicine
