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September 28, 2016

Dr. Monica Bharel

Commissioner, Department of Public Health

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Dear Commissioner Bharel,

I am writing to express my support for the proposed amendments to the Department of Public Health regulation: 105 CMR 100.000, Determination of Need (DoN). As you know, the DoN regulations are decades old, vestiges of a juncture in the evolution of our health care industry from which we are now far removed, both in terms of policy approach and composition of the market. As our health care market continues to undergo rapid and comprehensive transformation, the need to modernize these regulations concurrently becomes more dire. I credit the Department for recognizing that need and demonstrating such thoughtfulness in meeting this challenge. 

In particular, I commend the Department on its effort to remove the antiquated language and requirements that inhibit clarity and limit the efficacy of these regulations, as well as the addition of new pieces that tie DoN to cost containment and encourage greater accountability from health care providers. Streamlining the DoN process and realigning its purpose with state public health goals not only simplifies regulatory procedures for hospitals and provider organizations, it also makes for a more efficient, more competitive market and healthier populations as well. 

While I recognize that certain segments of the proposed changes may require further thought and amendment, I wholeheartedly applaud the effort and intent behind the Department’s approach to these regulatory reforms, and I hope to see many of them implemented in the near future. Thank you for the opportunity to provide my perspective on this matter and please do not hesitate to contact my office if you have further questions or concerns.

      Sincerely,
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       RONALD MARIANO

       State Representative

       3rd Norfolk District
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts








