From:	Duker, Jay
To:	DPH-Testimony, Reg (DPH)
Subject:	Comments on 105 CMR 100.000, Determination of Need
Date:	Thursday, September 15, 2016 2:14:13 PM



To whom it may concern,

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am writing as the chairman of the academic department of ophthalmology at Tufts Medical Center in Boston. We provide eye services for nearly 100,000 patients per year in 8 locations around the state. In addition, we are responsible for the education of future ophthalmologists. Our surgeons operate in multiple settings including free standing ASC’s and hospital OR.

In my position, and as a tax-paying citizen of Massachusetts, I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to the proposed alterations in the DoN requirements for ASC’s that would curtail their effectiveness. With respect to eye care, the facts are clear:

· Eye surgery is less expensive in ASC’s compared to hospitals
· Eye surgery is at least as safer (and some data suggests safer) than eye surgery in hospitals
· Hospitals in Massachusetts are not interested in performing eye surgery and, for  the most part, do not have the personnel, equipment, or operating time to take care of the ophthalmic needs of Massachusetts residents.

These proposed changes in DoN for freestanding ASC’s in Massachusetts would accomplish nothing. Costs would rise, quality would fall, patients would wait longer for their surgery.

I strongly urge you to NOT institute these changes.



Jay S. Duker, M.D.
Director, New England Eye Center Professor and Chairman Department of Ophthalmology Tufts Medical Center
Tufts University School of Medicine Boston, MA 02111
617-636-4677


The information in this e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. If you believe this e-mail was sent to you in error and the e-mail contains patient information, please contact the Tufts Medical Center HIPAA Hotline at (617) 636-4422. If the e-mail was sent to you in error but does not contain patient information, contact the sender and properly dispose of the e-mail.

Please consider the environment and the security of the information contained within or attached to this e-mail before printing or saving to an insecure location.
