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To: The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Executive Office of Health and Human Services, Department of Public Health
From: Ellen M. DiPaola, Esq., Co-Founder and President of Honoring Choices Massachusetts; PO Box 444, Lincoln, Massachusetts 01773
Date: November 20, 2013
Re: Testimony In Support Of Adopting The Proposed Amendments 
Please accept this testimony in support of the proposed amendments to 105 CMR 130.000: Hospital Licensure, 105 CMR 140.000: Licensure of Clinics, and 105 CMR 150.000: Licensing of Long-Term Care Facilities.  I am Ellen M. DiPaola, President of Honoring Choices Massachusetts, a non-profit consumer-based organization providing health care planning information, tools, and community resources to help adults create a personal health care plan and connect to quality medical care that honors their choices and values. Honoring Choices Massachusetts fully supports the proposed amendments, and adoption of the regulations to require that licensed hospitals, clinics and long-term care facilities provide information regarding palliative care and end-of-life care options to appropriate patients.
Honoring Choices unreservedly applauds the Department’s determination to stand behind every Massachusetts citizen’s right to be fully informed as to their medical condition, to understand their medical options and the risks and benefits of possible treatments, and to exercise their right to choose the medical care they want and do not want throughout their lifetime.
Honoring Choices Massachusetts’ mission is to inform and empower adults and families in order that they can direct their health care all through their lives. We accomplish this by delivering free comprehensive information on health care planning, by providing Massachusetts planning documents, and by offering an easy to follow step-by-step planning process. Additionally, Honoring Choices Massachsuetts partners with community groups and health care organizations, providing them with educational programs so they can help their patients/group members with health care planning and connect them to quality personalized care within their communities. To these ends, Honoring Choices is a highly collaborative initiative working closely with numerous organizations including the Massachusetts MOLST Project, having adopted the MOLST Glossary to help standardize health care planning terms and definitions in Massachusetts. Honoring Choices offers a proven Facilitator training course to our Community Partners, providing their staff with the knowledge and skills to engage adults and families in health care planning discussions. These advanced counseling skills help our Community Partners to be in full compliance with the proposed amendments. 
Working together with the Department of Public Health and our Community Partners, we hope to transform health care planning to ensure that Massachusetts adults, including our most vulnerable citizens, have access to early and on-going health care planning, as the means to lifelong quality care that honors their values and choices.
Respectfully submitted,
Ellen M. DiPaola, Esq.
President, Honoring Choices Massachusetts
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