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Massachusetts Department of Public Health

c/o Lou Ann Stanton, Office of the General Counsel

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA  02108

November 20, 2013

Re: Testimony in Support of End-of Life Regulations

Dear Commissioner Bartlett,

Hospice of the North Shore & Greater Boston stands in support of the End -of -Life regulations proposed by the MA Department of Public Health, specifically, proposed amendments to 105 CMR 130.000: Hospital Licensure, 105 CMR 140.000: Licensure of Clinics, and 105 CMR 150.000: Licensing of Long-Term Care Facilities to be promulgated pursuant to M.G.L. c. 111. §227.  

Founded in 1978, Hospice of the North Shore & Greater Boston is the largest hospice provider in the Commonwealth, serving over 4,000 patients annually in 90 eastern Massachusetts communities.  We have seen first- hand the improvement in the quality of life for those we care, and there is demonstrated evidence that hospice care reduces hospital re-admissions and emergency room visits while meeting patient preferences and goals of care.   

With the expertise in compassionate care for advanced illness that we have developed over three and a half decades, we are willing to share and offer our clinical expertise as health care institutions comply with this new regulation.   Our organization has strong collaborative relationships with hospitals and skilled nursing facilities, and we offer many professional and community education programs in place regarding advance care planning.  

As the CEO of Hospice of the North Shore & Greater Boston, I served on the Commission for End-of-Life Care.  Our organization has been part of implementing many of the recommendations of the Commission, has the underlying knowledge of the intent of the recommendations, and we would welcome an opportunity to serve on the task force preparing the DPH resource materials.
Thank you for your consideration and again we stand in support.

Sincerely,
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Diane T. Stringer

President & CEO
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