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	[bookmark: _GoBack]To:
	Commissioner Bartlett, Members of the Public Health Council and Madeleine Biondolillo, MD

	From:
	Christine McMichael, Executive Director, Hospice & Palliative Care Federation of Massachusetts; 1420 Providence Highway, Suite 277, Norwood, MA 02062 – 781-255-7077

	Date:
	November 22, 2013

	Re:
	ADDITIONAL Comments on the Proposed Amendments to 105 CMR 130.000:  Hospital Licensure, 105 CMR 140.00:  Licensure of Clinics and 150:000:  Licensing of Long-Term Care Facilities Regarding Provision of Information on Palliative Care and End-of-Life Options



This is a follow up to the Proposed End-of-Life Regulations testimony previously submitted by the Hospice & Palliative Care Federation of Massachusetts (HPCFM). 

Upon reflection and thoughtful consideration of the testimony on November 21, 2013, HPCFM would like to add the following comments to its previously submitted recommendations: 

· HPCFM supports the use of Advisory Groups already in place as a perfect vehicle for public reporting on activity at each of the facilities mentioned in the regulations.
· Understanding that DPH is limited by the definitions outlined in the statute, HPCFM agrees philosophically with the testimony of others regarding the definition of appropriate patients; and supports changing the life expectancy specification to 12 months. 
· HPCFM supports and encourages that caregivers and families would also benefit from information and counseling around palliative care and end-of-life counseling.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding this important step toward improving health care in the Commonwealth.  HPCFM looks forward to the opportunity to further collaborate with DPH on this important initiative.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine McMichael
HPCFM
1420 Providence Highway
Suite 277
Norwood, MA 02062
781-255-7077
cmcmichael@hospicefed.org  
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