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September 11, 2013

Senator John Keenan, Chairman

Committee on Public Health

State House, Room 413-B

Boston, MA  02133

Representative Jeffrey Sanchez, Chairman

Committee on Public Health

State House, Room 130

Boston, MA  02133

Dear Chairmen:

I am writing in support of HB 2024, An Act Relative to Protecting the Privacy of Children.  This bill seeks to cease the Department of Public Health’s practice of collecting student data on height, weight and Body Mass Index. 

This practice is beyond the scope of the Department of Public Health’s mission and is a misallocation of public resources.  This is also an example of an unfunded mandate to communities throughout the Commonwealth.  

Body Mass Index is not a comprehensive indicator of a healthy weight and children may be subjected to embarrassment and potential anxiety over being labeled as under or overweight.  Further, letters sent to families do not include suggestions for healthy action steps.  I question what this practice is designed to achieve. 

Lastly, making afterschool sports programs more accessible and affordable for families would be a more productive priority to strengthen student health and vitality.  I hope that the Committee reports this bill with a favorable recommendation.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
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Sincerely,

Kathleen O’Connor Ives

State Senator 

First Essex District 

