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September 22, 2015
Office of the General Counsel, 
Department of Public Health 
250 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108
RE:
Public Comments Concerning Proposed Amendments to 105 CMR 164, Licensure of Substance Abuse Treatment Programs (the “Proposed Regulations”), Promulgated Pursuant to Chapter 258 of the Acts of 2014 
This testimony is submitted by the MA Recovery Homes Collaborative (the “Collaborative”).  The Collaborative is a group of  long-term residential treatment programs whose purpose is to provide an association for the joint mutual effort of individuals and groups, the mission of which is: the rehabilitation of individuals with a substance abuse disorder diagnoses  through treatment in a recovery home setting;  the education of staff and the community as to the problems and the process of the rehabilitation from a substance abuse disorder.; and the healthy integration back into work, community, and family of such individuals with alcoholism and drug addictions.

The Collaborative’ s comments concern the following provisions of the Proposed Regulations:(1) the definition of Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor; (2) personnel screening requirements; and (3) family support services.   
1. The Definition of Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor. 
The Proposed Regulations at 105 CMR 164.006 include the defined term “Licensed Alcohol and Drug Counselor (LADC)”, which define an LADC as an individual who has applied for and has been deemed qualified under applicable sections of 105 CMR 168.000.   The Collaborative wants to confirm that Department’s Grandparenting Licensure regulations set forth at 105 CMR 168.012 are still in effect. 
2. Personnel Screening Requirements.  

The Proposed Regulations at 105 CMR 164.041(F) provide that the licensee serving individuals or families of individual under 18 years or of age must check the Department of Children and Families’ Registry of Alleged Perpetrators.  This proposed regulation is an additional administrative burden for a licensee. For small programs this additional administrative requirement could delay their ability to hire and deploy critical program staff.   Further, the Proposed Regulations do not set forth a process for a licensee to perform this check, e.g. when the registry should be checked and how often it is to be checked.   
3. Family Support Services.
The Proposed Regulations at 105 CMR 1064.074(K) require a licensee to provide family support services, including family therapy, or social or education services. However, the Proposed Regulations do not indicate at what point in the treatment process these family support services are required (e.g. during treatment, at the time of discharge, post-discharge) or the duration.  As currently drafted, the Proposed Regulations leave it to the discretion of a licensee to define the scope of these services, thus creating an unfair standard by which to measure a licensee’s compliance. In addition, under the current payment method for substance abuse services there is no reimbursement for family support services.  Thus, the Proposed Regulations create an unfunded government mandate.  
On behalf of the Collaborative, thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Proposed Regulations.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,






John McGahan  

Vice President of the MA Recovery Homes Collaborative 
