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Karen van Unen, President

March 28, 2012

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Massachusetts Public Health Association, I am writing in support of a new regulatory amendment to increase fees on vending machines from $3 to $20.  This amendment is being proposed by the Executive Office of Administration and Finance and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) pursuant to 801 CMR 4.02.

An epidemic of childhood obesity is affecting Massachusetts and the nation as a whole, with serious health consequences, including increased risk for costly and debilitating chronic diseases such as Type II diabetes, cardiovascular disease, hypertension, and stroke.
DPH will be mandated to monitor vending machines in Massachusetts schools beginning in August 2012; in addition, DPH will be required to enforce forthcoming federal calorie posting regulation under the Affordable Care Act.  

It is unreasonable to expect DPH to carry out these new responsibilities without additional resources.  DPH state funding has been reduced by nearly 20% since FY09, including a nearly 50% reduction in inspectional staff funded with state resources. 

Fees for vending machines have not been raised since 2003.  The proposed increase will allow DPH to support the necessary inspectional staff to carry out its responsibilities to monitor and inspect vending machines in accordable with state and federal law.
Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,
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Maddie Ribble
Director of Policy and Communications
Massachusetts Public Health Association
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