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Dear Pharmacists,

IMPORTANT NOTICE

On Saturday, October 15, 2016, new state law will become effective that includes new requirements for prescribers to utilize the Massachusetts Prescription Awareness Tool (MassPAT), the new online Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). We want to ensure that you are aware of the new requirements for prescribers.

· A registered individual practitioner must utilize MassPAT each time the practitioner issues a prescription to a patient for any narcotic drug in Schedule 

 HYPERLINK "https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dea.gov_druginfo_ds.shtml&d=DQMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=rwSzsNKP-sZ6KcpC9xryWf9gwEqn1KUKNx8wUlyCp8s&m=Pcx0-ePxmlXSEvHXMrpxXqNKX4jf_RIDkTc3RqjyWUk&s=4HIe6P7dVco2cCiCdzZWFsKhI2jeHbY-0q-zlmJ4xtI&e=" \t "_blank" II or 

 HYPERLINK "https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dea.gov_druginfo_ds.shtml&d=DQMFaQ&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=FJPckNq61MXG2dZTObLnMuhjhMM3-qq-Q_wS6aHKbZ4&m=02nAR7blxisxwhwAQhNrtdvu2kRHcI0V_igXc7yD_ck&s=OizB-UObboQNB6bTs6DbseLD5wKk3nPiRdV8TX7A8WU&e=" \t "_blank" III.
· Prescribers must continue to check MassPAT the first time they prescribe to a patient a benzodiazepine or any controlled substance in Scheduled IV or V which the Department has designated in guidance as a drug that is commonly abused and may lead to dependence. At this time, there are no drugs that have received this designation.

If you have not yet registered, please review the information on the PMP website regarding the registration process. 




MARYLOU SUDDERS


Secretary


MONICA BHAREL, MD, MPH Commissioner














CHARLES D. BAKER


Governor


KARYN E. POLITO


Lieutenant Governor









