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To:     Massachusetts Pharmacists and Pharmacies    

 
From:  Stanley B. Walczyk, R.Ph., President  

 Massachusetts Board of Registration in Pharmacy   
             

Date:   September 16, 2011 
 
Re:      Clinical Advisory: Utilizing Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT) for  

             Chlamydia Infection 
    

 
The Massachusetts Board of Registration in Pharmacy (Board) would like to convey       
the following update: 

Expedited Partner Therapy (EPT)  
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has issued a Clinical Advisory 
with important information for healthcare providers including pharmacists. 

The Clinical Advisory in part states: 
 

Recent legislation (Chapter 131, Section 62, of the Acts of 2010) 
authorizes certain healthcare providers to prescribe or dispense antibiotics 
to treat chlamydia infection in the sex partners of patients with chlamydia 
infection. Expedited partner therapy (EPT) is the practice of treating the 
sex partners of people diagnosed with chlamydia infection without first 
examining or testing the partner.  EPT helps interrupt the spread of 
disease by getting treatment to people who might otherwise remain 
untreated.  The regulations governing EPT in Massachusetts are 105 
CMR 700.003(J) and 105 CMR 721.000.  The authorization for EPT 
applies only to chlamydia infection. 

 
Pharmacists:  A prescription with “Expedited Partner Therapy,” “E.P.T.” 
or “EPT” in place of a name and address may be filled based on these 
regulatory changes. A partner information sheet (available in the Clinical 
Advisory) should be provided to patients whenever possible if not already 
provided by the prescriber. 
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Additional information can be accessed at: 
 
 
CLINICAL ADVISORY: UTILIZING EXPEDITED PARTNER THERAPY (EPT) 
FOR CHLAMYDIA INFECTION IN MASSACHUSETTS
 
Regulations governing EPT in Massachusetts at 105 CMR 700.003(J)
 
Regulations governing EPT in Massachusetts at 105 CMR 721.000
 
105 CMR 721.000 in part:   
721.020: Prescription Formats 
 
(A) Every prescription written in the Commonwealth must be in a prescription 
format that conforms to the following requirements:  
 

(5) the prescription shall contain the following information:  
 

(a)  the registration number of the practitioner;  
 

(b)  date of issuance of the prescription;  
 

(c)  name, dosage, and strength per dosage unit of the controlled   
      substance prescribed, and the quantity of dosage units;  

 
(d)  name and address of the patient, except in a veterinary    
      prescription or a prescription for expedited partner therapy   
      issued in accordance with 105 CMR 700.003(J), in which case the   
      words “Expedited Partner Therapy”, “E.P.T.” or “EPT” may be   
      used in place of the name of the patient, and the address may be   
      left blank;  

 
(e)  directions for use, including any cautionary statements required; and  

 
      (f)  a statement indicating the number of times to be refilled.  

 
EPT Prescribing Guidelines:  Elements of a Written Prescription  
 
 
Additional information is also available on the Board of Registration in Pharmacy 
website at http://www.mass.gov/dph/boards/pharmacy. 

http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/dph/cdc/std/clinical_advisory_chlamydia_ept.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/Eeohhs2/docs/dph/cdc/std/clinical_advisory_chlamydia_ept.pdf
http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/source/mass/cmr/cmrtext/105CMR700.pdf
http://www.lawlib.state.ma.us/source/mass/cmr/cmrtext/105CMR721.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eohhs2terminal&L=8&L0=Home&L1=Government&L2=Laws%2C+Regulations+and+Policies&L3=Department+of+Public+Health+Regulations+%26+Policies&L4=Regulations+and+Other+Publications+-+A+to+D&L5=Drug+Control&L6=General+Drug+Control+Policies&L7=Prescribing&sid=Eeohhs2&b=terminalcontent&f=dph_quality_drugcontrol_g_prescription_elements&csid=Eeohhs2
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