
Listening Session on Determination of Need 
Equipment and Services

Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) 
has proposed a revision of 105 CMR 100.000, 
Determination of Need (DoN). To accompany these 
proposed changes to the DoN regulation, the DoN 
Program is reviewing and revising DoN sub-regulatory 
guidelines regarding equipment and services that 
require DoN review (the Guidelines).

The Guidelines will help ensure that low-value, high-
cost equipment and services receive an appropriate 
level of review. At the same time, the Guidelines 
will help ensure that the regulations do not impose 
unnecessary oversight for equipment and services that 
are in fact innovative and are used to add measurable 
value for Massachusetts consumers. 

DPH seeks critical balance for revising the  
Required Equipment and Service guideline:

The framework guiding the inclusion 
of an equipment or service is evidence 
that the equipment or service does not 
lead to one or more of the following: 
• Quality: Improved patient panel 

health outcomes; 
• Access: Increased access, 

including, but not limited to a 
decrease in price; or, 

• Cost: A reduction in the 
Commonwealth’s Total Health Care 
Expenditure. 

Additionally, this framework considers 
Health Systems Sustainability.

Questions/Comments can be submitted at: dph.don@state.ma.us 
We look forward to your input. 

Tuesday, November 1, 2016
2pm – 5pm

MA Department of Public Health
Public Health Council Room

250 Washington Street
2nd Floor

Boston, MA 02108

If you are deaf or hard of hearing, or are a  
person with a disability who requires accommodation, please 

contact the Determination of Need Program by Thursday, 
October 27, 2016 at:

P: (617) 624-5690 
dph.don@state.ma.us

In line with the proposed regulatory changes, DPH 
will be eliciting comment and will conduct a listening 
session to inform development of the Guidelines.   

The listening session is designed:  
• To assist in developing the list of DoN-Required 

Services and Equipment referred to in regulation, 
specifying equipment and services for which DoN 
review is required;

• To further define the terms “DoN-Required 
Service” and “DoN-Required Equipment” by 
establishing criteria by which DPH evaluates services 
and equipment for inclusion on the list; and,

• To help establish an annual process and framework 
by which the list is reviewed and requests are 
received for consideration by the Department.

Ensure that equipment 
and services which have 
evidence of or potential 
for being non-innovative 
and high-cost receive an 
appropriate level of review.

Ensure that regulations 
not impose unnecessary 
restrictions on equipment 
and services that are 
innovative and add value.


