[image: image2.png]ﬁ/@w





September 29, 2016

Commissioner Monica Bharel, MD, MPH

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

250 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Re: Mass Senior Care Association Comments on 105 CMR 173.000- Mobile Integrated Health Care and Community EMS Programs 

Dear Commissioner Bharel, 
On behalf of the Massachusetts Senior Care Association (MSCA), which represents 400 long term care facilities, we thank the Massachusetts Department of Public Health for the opportunity to submit comments to the proposed new regulations: 105 CMR 173.000- Mobile Integrated Health Care and Community EMS Programs.  MSCA applauds the Department for putting forth well-balanced regulations that establish Mobile Integrated Health Care (MIH) and Community EMS Programs in the Commonwealth.  The proposed regulations encourage and support innovation while also ensuring patient safety.  MSCA was pleased to participate in the Mobile Integrated Health Advisory Council and believe the regulations reflect the priorities and recommendations articulated by the Council.  MSCA member nursing facilities look forward to working and partnering with MIH programs.

MSCA supports the Department’s proposed Requirements for MIH Program Approval, which focus on improving quality, access and cost savings as a result of gaps in service delivery based on a community needs assessment. We respectfully ask and would welcome the opportunity to continue to work with the Department to define the elements and criteria of an appropriate community needs assessment used in determining gaps in service delivery. In addition, we continue to believe that care coordination is critical to the success of MIH programs and therefore urge the Department to explicitly encourage MIH programs to contact, when reasonable, a patient’s PCP prior to and following treatment of a patient. 

[image: image1.jpg]MASSACHUSETTS
SENIOR CARE
ASSOCIATION



Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time at (617) 558-0202.
Sincerely,


Tara Gregorio, Senior Vice President
800 South Street, Suite 280, Waltham, MA 02453   Tel: 617.558.0202    Fax: 617.558.3546    www.maseniorcare.org
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