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CITY OF GLOUCESTER FIRE DEPARTMENT

8 SCHOOL ST. 

GLOUCESTER, MA 01930
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[image: image3.emf]  Jonathan Epstein                                          DRAFT       July 13, 2005   Northeast EMS   20A DelCarmine St.   Wakefield, MA 01880     Dear Jonathan,     I am writing this letter to request that Region III recommend for extension the Paramedic  Basic Waiver tha t is in place co - terminus with the Gloucester Fire Departments Advanced Life  Support Ambulance License.  We are due to renew our license at the end of this month.     We began utilization of the waiver in May and have moved forward with hiring and  training Pa ramedics.  Having started with eight paramedics in May we have hired two more,  bringing us up to ten.  We have also begun the hiring process for two more and we have one in  school at Northeastern University who will be due to certify in the spring.  This w ill bring us up  to thirteen paramedics by early 2006, well ahead of the time line laid out in the P/B Waiver  package initially approved by the region.   As you know this waiver is intended to be a temporary measure allowing us to fully  operate until we have  a full complement of paramedics.  That number is sixteen.  It is my hope  that we will be able to achieve this well before the proposed end to the waiver of January 2008.  I  further hope to be able to operate with a minimum of two paramedics on duty 24/7 wi th no  interruptions by some time in 2006.  This is aggressive I know but I remain cautiously optimistic.   What I was hoping to receive from you is a letter, recommending that we retain our  waiver, which I could submit with our license renewal package.  Agai n it is understood that the  recommendation would be co - terminus with our license and we be subject to review prior to our  2006 license renewal.                   Sincerely,                     Sander R. Schultz                   EMS Coordinator  



Dialogue Between Sander Schultz & Governor Baker’s Opioid Working Group 

March 16, 2015
Sander Schultz is a trained Firefighter/Paramedic, has been involved in Emergency Services since the mid 1980’s and has been the EMS Coordinator for the City of Gloucester Fire Department since 2005. He is the 2013 recipient of the AHA/ASA Stroke Healthcare Provider of the year award for his work with the CDC, which funded Massachusetts Stroke EMS Collaborative, in which a data driven approach was used to positively change EMS Procedure in the assessment and treatment of Stroke Patients both in Massachusetts and Nationally. Sander is also a member of the Healthy Gloucester Collaborative’s MassCall2 (2009 – 2012) Opiate Overdose Fatality Prevention Grant steering committee  and currently serves as the EMS Liaison for the Gloucester, Beverly and Danvers MOAPC Cluster Grant.
Topics for discussion:
· Background about the Healthy Gloucester Collaborative, which received an Opiate Overdose Fatality Prevention Grant.  
· The Healthy Gloucester Collaborative found that in Gloucester there were 2 primary barriers to care for addiction: 1) there was a resistance in the community to calling 911; and 2) there was a bottleneck at the emergency department, individuals would receive treatment for an overdose but would not enter treatment – public health professionals were missing the opportunity to get individuals into treatment. 
· Gloucester implemented several strategies to address these barriers to care, which include the use of Nasal Narcan and SBIRT.
· Gloucester utilizes EMS overdose data to make informed decisions.

· Mr. Schultz would like to discuss the possibilities for the state to utilize EMS data to obtain close to real-time information about opioid overdoses in the commonwealth. This will allow local, county and state official to engage in data driven decision making. 
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