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MassTAPP’s Role with Prevention and 
Reduction of Opioid  Misuse

• Individualized TA
• Expert consultants for in‐depth, 

focused work
• Online learning events
• In‐person networking events
• Peer‐to‐peer learning
• Guidance Documents
• Website and monthly e‐blast
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MOAPC Guidance Document

This guidance document is a resource for municipalities, 
individuals, organizations, community coalitions, and other 
groups who are implementing efforts to prevent and/or 
reduce opioid misuse in Massachusetts, and more 
specifically, grantees of the Massachusetts Opioid Abuse 
Prevention Collaborative.

LEARN MORE »

MOAPC Guidance Document     Rx Drug Misuse Prevention       BSAS Health Promotion          Parent Power: You’re the
Tool Clearinghouse                strongest influence in your

child’s life

About Us

The Massachusetts Technical Assistance Partnership for Prevention (MassTAPP) supports communities across the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in addressing substance abuse prevention. Our expert staff offers technical assistance, capacity building, and 
resources to Bureau of Substance Abuse Services (BSAS)-funded programs and other communities across the state.
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Behavioral Health Continuum of Care
Institute of Medicine (IOM)

Promotion
After-care and Rehabilitation

Promotion



Recommendation:
Universal Prevention 

• Expand prescriber education to address overprescribing of 
opioid pain medications 
– Safe Prescribing practices and policies 
– Scope of Pain training, tailored to specific groups (physicians, dentists, 

nurse practitioners etc.)

• Parent Education to raise awareness of risk for addiction when 
children begin taking prescription pain meds
‐ Focus on parents of athletes at risk for sports injuries
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Recommendation: Increase Access To Narcan and 
Expand Overdose Education

• Supply all police and fire departments in Massachusetts with 
Narcan and provide training in administering the drug

• Expand access to Narcan and provide overdose prevention 
training to active users, their family members and friends 
(who may be witnesses to an overdose)

• Raise awareness of the Good Samaritan Law, and educate 
public safety officials about the barriers still experienced by 
drug users who are reluctant to call 911



Recommendation:
Intervene with Inmates Prior to Release 

• Offer Overdose Prevention Training to inmates PRIOR to 
release, and provide access to Narcan to anyone who might 
be returning to an environment with peers at risk of overdose
‐ New York State
‐ South Bay Correctional Facility (Boston)
‐ Quincy, MA
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Recommendation:
Hospital Interventions to Reduce Overdose

• Expand SBIRT (Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment) into all hospital Emergency Rooms across the 
Commonwealth
‐ Medical staff identify patients who are active drug users, to provide 

resources for harm reduction/overdose prevention, and get them on 
path to treatment and recovery

‐ Hospitals identify “frequent flyers” who overdose repeatedly and/or 
access all medical care through ER – cost savings as well as OD 
prevention

• Hire and train community health workers to reach out to young 
adults ages 18‐24 at high risk for overdose, who may not be using 
other health services or currently seeking addiction treatment
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MassTAPP Contacts 
Jack Vondras, Senior Advisor

jvondras@edc.org, 617‐618‐2533

Lauren Gilman, Project Director
lgilman@edc.org, 617‐618‐2308

Tracy Desovich, Technical Assistance Specialist
tdesovich@edc.org, 617‐618‐2318

http://masstapp.edc.org
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