
Massachusetts Nutrition Board

Meeting Notes

January 9, 2014
ATTENDEES:

Rena Prendergast (Board Co-Chair), Pat Baker (MLRI), Phillys Western (Ext), Judy Hause (DPH), Diana Hoek (DPH), Cynthia Bayerl (DPH), Adrienne Worthington (GBFB), Sarah Torres (Intern), Julie Jacobson (Intern), Kristen Joyce (DTA), Jennie Galpern (MDA), Nancie Herbold (Simmons) via phone, Deborah Phillips via phone, Carrie Taylor (Big Y) via phone, Jen Tuttleman (Needham Public Schools), Nikki Chenard (Intern), Pamela Griffin (USDA), Mary Giannetti (Montachusetts Opportunity Council), Tracie Gillespie (UMass Ext.) 
“Impact of funding and policies on SNAP benefits and access,” Patricia Baker, Senior Policy Advocate, Massachusetts Law Reform Institute (MLRI)
SNAP funding:

· Congress did not agree to extend the ARRA funding for SNAP.  The additional funding ended November 1, 2013.  The funding had provided a 13.6% boost to benefits. 
· Each dollar in SNAP benefit spending generates approximately $1.81 in increased economic activity 
· Farm bill deliberations continue in Congress including news this morning of a $9B cut to SNAP benefits and the elimination of the H-EAT option for states. 
· “Heat and eat” coordination has the most positive effect on households with seniors and people with disabilities.
· According to the Patrick Administration, over 125,000 Mass households could lose up to $70/month in SNAP benefits.

Resources

· Available on the MLRI website:  An Advocate's Guide to the Food Stamp/ Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program in Massachusetts http://www.mlri.org/publications/advocacy-guides  The 2014 guide is due out soon.

· Food Stamps/SNAP Nutrition Benefits: Advocacy 101, February 6, 2014, 9:30 am - 12:15 pm, $25 per person

· Project Bread’s SNAP website, http://gettingsnap.org/homepage.html, good for information

SNAP Photo Cards

· The Massachusetts legislature decided to require a photo on SNAP cards.  Per Federal regulation anyone in the household that shares a plate of food has the right to use the card.  Retailers should not ask to look at the card unless they look at everyone’s cards.

· People over 60 years old, under 19 years old or a victim of domestic violence are exempt.

· The old cards were inactivated before some SNAP recipients received their new cards.  This caused problems with retailers. About 10,000 cards were returned undeliverable.
Membership Discussion

Names of Board members and alternates were submitted to the Commissioner’s office.  Diana will follow up for updates.
Legislative Update:

Senate bill 380/ House Bill 3504, 'An Act to expand access to healthy foods and create the Massachusetts Food Trust.'

The Department of Food and Agriculture will have a dedicated Massachusetts Food Trust Program. The purpose of this program shall be to establish a financing infrastructure that increases access to healthy food options and improves economic opportunities for nutritionally underserved communities in urban, rural and suburban localities across the Commonwealth.
· November 7, 2013 - Reported Favorably from Committee: S380 was reported favorably from the Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Agriculture and was reported to the Senate Committee on Ways and Means. 

· June 10th, 2013 - Reported Favorably from Committee: H168 was reported favorably from the Committee on Community Development and Small Business.  The redrafted bill was assigned a new number (H3504) and reported to the House Committee on Ways and Means for review.
Program Updates:

WIC:  Progress continues on the development of a WIC electronic benefits card
UMass Ext:  Waiting for the Farm bill results to know allocation.  Current spending kept to a minimum, working with the Boston Public Health Commission on the REACH project on the sodium reduction and healthy beverages sub-groups
MDA:  Legislative Day is March 3, 2014 at the Nurses Hall in the State House; the event will address the link between food insecurity and childhood obesity.  MDA is asking members of the legislature to support House Bill 3504.
GBFB:  .Now a SNAP outreach provider.  The main target is seniors.
USDA:  There are new Team Nutrition resources that can be ordered online.  This includes curriculums with lesson plans and posters. School Breakfast and Lunch program final rules are available.  The final rule increases flexibilities in portion sizes for meat and grain portions, allows servings of greater than 2 oz. of meat if the entrée stays within the calorie allotment, yogurt at breakfast can count as a meat alternative
Dates and Agenda Topics for Future Meetings:

Review of food pantry guidelines
.
Next Meeting:  Thursday, March 20, 2014

 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
 
 Lobby 1 


