EBT Card Restrictions:
What You Can’t Buy

It is illegal for you to use Department of Transitional Assistance (DTA) cash assistance benefits to pay for the following purchases or services:  
 
Firearms and ammunition 
Jewelry

Court-ordered fees, fines, bail or bail bonds

Tattoos or body piercings 

Gambling (slot machines, horse racing, KENO, casino gaming, Lottery tickets, etc)
Alcoholic Beverages AND Tobacco products 
televisions, stereos, video games or consoles at rent-to-own stores

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT materials/performances  
Vacation services (cruise ships, resorts, etc.)
 
PENALTIES INCLUDE
	1 FIRST OFFENCE
The first time you buy 
any of these items 
or services with your 
cash benefits, you 
must pay DTA back 
the amount of the 
items or services.

	2 SECOND OFFENSE
If you buy any of these items or services with your cash benefits a second time, you must pay DTA back the amount of the items or services AND you will lose your cash assistance for two months.

	3 THIRD OFFENSE
If you buy any of these 
items or services with your cash benefits a third 
time, you must pay DTA back the amount of 
the items or services 
AND you will lose cash assistance permanently.



For more information, call 1-877-382-2363
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To report a prohibited purchase, call 1-800-FRAUD-99
Per M.G.L. c.18, § 5I

www.mass.gov/dta 


