GLOSSARY of TERMS, ACRONYMS and INITIALISMS

ABI: Acquired Brain Injury

ALS: Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis

Aneurysm: abnormal, circumscribed dilation of an artery

Anoxia: lack of oxygen

ANS: Autonomic Nervous System; sympathetic and parasympathetic nervous system

Aphasia: loss of language associated, most often with left-sided brain lesions; may be fluent or non-fluent, expressive, receptive or mixed

Arteriosclerosis: loss of elasticity in wall of artery; hardening of the arteries

Atherosclerosis: most common type of arteriosclerosis caused by fat (lipid) deposits within an artery, resulting in narrowing of the opening (lumen) and compromised flow of blood

AVM: arteriovevous malformation

BIA-MA: Brain Injury Association of Massachusetts- organization providing advocacy and support services for persons with ABI and their families/significant others, as well education programs for the public and professionals, awareness and outreach, and prevention programs

BI&SSCSD: Brain Injury and Statewide Specialized Community Services Department; department within the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission

CAD: Coronary Artery Disease

Cerebrovascular: referring to the blood supply to the brain

CHI: Closed Head Injury

CNS: Central Nervous System; includes brain and spinal cord

Coagulopathy: disorder affecting the clotting of blood

Congenital: present at birth

CT: Computed Tomography; type of diagnostic test

DAI: diffuse axonal injury

Dementia: typically gradual deterioration of cognitive capacity, associated with a variety of neurological diseases

EEG: Electroencephalogram

Encephalopathy: disorder of the brain

Epidemiology: study of the incidence, prevalence demographics and causes of diseases/disorders and other health issues within populations

Extrapyramidal: refers to a system and related structures within the CNS involved with the control, coordination and speed of motor movements, as well as muscle tone (e.g. basal ganglia, cerebellum)

Glia: support cells of the CNS, involved in metabolic activities; neuroglia 

(e.g., astrocytes)

Glioma: most common type of CNS neoplasm

Histology: study of cells

Immunization: administration of vaccine to prevent communicable disease 

Immunocompromised: refers to deficient immunologic capacity/mechanisms, which may be related to disease (e.g., HIV infection) or treatment with immunosuppressive agents.

Incidence: refers to the frequency of new cases of a disease/disorder

Infarct: tissue death resulting from vascular insufficiency 

Ischemia: refers to compromised blood flow due to obstruction within an artery

(e.g. secondary to atherosclerosis)

Lesion: pathological change in cells/tissues; injury or wound

LOC: loss of consciousness

Metabolic: refers to biochemical and physiological activities (e.g., oxygen utilization)

Metastases: spread of cancer from a primary site (e.g. from lung to CNS)

Morbidity: refers to diseased state, includes complications and residual impairments

MRC: Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission

MRI: Magnetic Resonance Imaging; type of diagnostic test

mTBI/MTBI: mild traumatic brain injury

myocardial: refers to heart muscle (myocardium)

Neoplasms: tumor, which may be benign or malignant, primary (arising within the CNS) or secondary (representing metastases from systemic cancer)

Neurologist: physician who specializes in assessment and treatment of persons with neurological disease

Neuron: nerve cell

Neuropsychologist: licensed psychologist specializing in assessment and treatment of persons with neurological disease

Neuropsychiatrist: psychiatrist specializing in assessment and treatment of psychiatric consequences of neurological disease

Neurotoxin: refers to any toxic agent that affects or damages the nervous system

Neurovascular: refers to both the nervous system and its blood supply

Nosocomial: refers to a hospital

PNS: Peripheral Nervous System

Prevalence: number of existing cases of a disease/disorder at any point in time

Progressive: refers to CNS degenerative disorders, which result in dementia and gradual deterioration of functional capacity

PTA: Post-Traumatic Amnesia

Pyramidal: refers to the voluntary motor system

Sequelae: impairments, disorders and other consequences of disease

SHIP: Statewide Head Injury Program-program within the BI&SSCSD of the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission, which provides publicly-funded community-based services for Massachusetts residents with TBI

Static: refers to non-progressive CNS disorders

Status epilepticus: prolonged and potentially life-threatening seizure activity

Stroke: sudden onset of a constellation of neurological/neuropsychological deficits/symptoms resulting from vascular event (e.g. ruptured aneurysm) or vascular insufficiency (ischemia)

Teratogenic: causing birth defects and other in utero adverse developmental effects 

TIA: Transient Ischemic Attack

