[bookmark: _GoBack]To: DHILS Providers, Other Service Providers, and Community Members
From: Heidi Reed, Commissioner, MCDHH

Please see the link below for a vlog announcing the October 28th Public Hearing. For quick reference, the EHS announcement is included at the bottom of this message.  

(https://youtu.be/AZW4wtEeY9Y) 


EHS announcement:

11:00 a.m.: 101 CMR 428.00: Rates for Certain Independent Living Communities and Services Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 118E, section 13D, EOHHS is required to establish and biennially update the rates to be paid by governmental units for social service programs. In accordance with this statutory requirement, the proposed regulation establishes the rates to be paid by governmental units for Certain Independent Living Communities and Services. Social service programs with rates to be established by this regulation include the following: 1) Vocational Rehabilitation Independent Living Services, purchased by the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC); 2) Independent living Services purchased by the Massachusetts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH); and 3) Recovery Learning Communities purchased by the Department of Mental Health (DMH). This proposed regulation is planned to go into effect no sooner than July 1, 2017. There is no fiscal impact on cities and towns.  

Individuals who notify EOHHS of their intent to testify at the hearing will be afforded an earlier opportunity to speak. Speakers may notify EOHHS of their intention to testify at the hearing by registering online at www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/laws-regs/hhs/public-hearings.html. Individuals may also submit written testimony by e-mailing ehs-regulations@state.ma.us. Please submit electronic testimony as an attached Word document or as text within the body of the e-mail with the name of the regulation in the subject line. All submissions must include the sender’s full name, mailing address, and organization or affiliation, if any. Individuals who are unable to submit testimony by e-mail should mail written testimony to EOHHS, c/o D. Briggs, 100 Hancock Street, 6th Floor, Quincy, MA 02171. Written testimony must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on November 4, 2016. 

All persons desiring to review the current draft of the proposed actions may go to www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/laws-regs/hhs/public-hearings.html or request a copy in writing or in person from MassHealth Publications, 100 Hancock Street, 6th Floor, Quincy, MA  02171. To view or download related supporting materials, go to www.mass.gov/eohhs/provider/contracting/chap257/proposed-regs-materials.html.

Interpreter and CART services have been confirmed. If any additional special accommodations are required, please contact the Disability Accommodations Ombudsman by e-mail at masshealthhelp@ehs.state.ma.us or by phone at 617-847-3468  (TTY: 617-847-3788 for people who are deaf, hard of hearing, or speech disabled).  Please allow two weeks to arrange accommodations. 

EOHHS may adopt a revised version of the proposed actions taking into account relevant comments and any other practical alternatives that come to its attention.


