Children, Youth and Families Advisory Committee Meeting Report






    Meeting # 2
Date: August 18, 2011 3:30-5:00pm
Location: John Adams Courthouse
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action Items

	Welcome & Introductions

Secretary JudyAnn Bigby
	Secretary Bigby welcomed the Advisory Committee. All in attendance introduced themselves.

	

	Secretary JudyAnn Bigby gave an overview of the meeting
	Meeting objectives:

To decide on working group topics and the charge for each working group
To discuss the topic areas for future meetings


	

	A Parent’s Experience

Nancy Marks, parent of a DMH client

(introduced by Commissioner Leadholm)
	Nancy spoke about her daughter’s mental health condition and difficulty accessing MH and SA services. 
	

	Snapshot of Childrens Services
	Kathy Betts presented a snapshot of the state agencies children’s population served, services, and systems
	Change an error on MassHealth column/population served. Look at other cross agency data. 

	Small group discussion of tasks for the working groups.
Facilitated by Greg Wilmot
Report Back on Key Issues 

Advisory Committee Members

Report Back on Key Issues cont’d.

Advisory Committee Members
	Report back highlights of the survey – 5 work groups recommended:
Access 
Interagency Coordination

Family Engagement

Behavioral Health 

Education and Human Services
Advisory Committee members sat at the table with the workgroup topic of interest to discuss what key questions do you want the working groups to address? 
Each table reported out the most important key issue for the working group to address.
Access: Often a child presents with overlapping needs vs. a complexity of needs.  It is important that a comprehensive screen be conducted to identify the range of needs beyond the presenting problem. We want to achieve a process where no door is the wrong door.

What role might the Family Access Centers play in this important work??
Interagency: Different states already have lines of communication between discrete agencies. What are they doing and how can we do it better? 
Family Engagement: How do we ensure that agencies are structured for family voice to drive policy, practice and services? 

Behavioral Health: Change the name of the working group from mental health to behavioral health to include SA.  What are the best methods to insure integration of behavioral health and continuity of care? 

Education and Human Services: Is it possible to align the area structure and Local Educational Authorities? Find ways to share data.  
	

	Next Steps 
Assistant Secretary Marilyn Chase
	Members and other interested parties should complete the survey- link on the EOHHS website- to register for a working group.
Committee members may provide others with the website link.

State agency staff will be provided as support to each working group.  
	Register on line to participate in work groups before next meeting

	Closing Remarks

Secretary JudyAnn Bigby

	Secretary thanked the Committee for their attendance and their excellent work during the meeting. She asked for feedback about the process thus far. 

Response- not enough time for discussion
Need to better understand the role of the advisory committee

Lengthen the time of the next meeting.


	Extend the time of the next meeting
Allow more time for discussion at future meetings

Explain the role of the advisory committee.

	
	For upcoming meeting agendas and report of prior meetings, visit new HHS webpage: www.mass.gov/hhs/childservices
Send email comments to: ChildrensProposal@state.ma.us
	


