Special Commission on Graduate Medical Education 
February 25, 2013

Meeting Minutes

Attendees:

John Polanowicz, Secretary of Health and Human Services, chair; Dr. Vincent Chiang, representative of Harvard Medical School; Dr. Deborah DeMarco, representative of University of Massachusetts Medical School; Dr. Joseph Gravel, Jr., representative of the Mass League of Community Health Centers; Kim Haddad, designee of Glen Shor, Secretary of Administration and Finance; Dr. Joel Katz, representative of the Massachusetts Medical Society; Dr. Henry Klapholz, representative of Tufts Medical School; Dr. Jeffrey Kuvin, representative of the Conference of Boston Teaching Hospitals; Dr. Thomas Moore, representative of Boston University Medical School; Dr. Neil Shah, a resident in training at a Massachusetts hospital; and Dr. Lauren Smith, Interim Commissioner, Department of Public Health. 
Not present: 


Dr. Kevin Hinchey, representative of the Massachusetts Hospital Association; Nancy Snyder, designee of the Joanne Goldstein, Secretary of Labor and Workforce Development

Minutes:

Secretary Polanowicz called the meeting to order at 1:00PM, welcomed the Commission and asked Commission members to introduce themselves.

Secretary Polanowicz recognized Dr. Ann Hwang to provide an overview of the statutory charge of the Commission, as established by Section 277 of Chapter 224 of the Acts of 2012. The new law created a “special commission to examine the economic, social and educational value of graduate medical education in the commonwealth and to recommend a fair and sustainable model for the future funding of graduate medical education in the commonwealth.”  The Commission is directed to examine the role of residents and medical faculty in the provision of health care in the commonwealth and throughout the United States; the relationship of graduate medical education to the state's physician workforce and emerging models of delivery of care; the current availability and adequacy of all sources of revenue to support graduate medical education and potential additional or alternate sources of funding for graduate medical education. Such review shall include the availability of federal graduate medical education funding to different types of sites where training takes place; and approaches taken by other states to fund graduate medical education. 
The Commission is directed by statute to submit a report with its recommendations by April 1, 2013.

Dr. Hwang then provided an overview of graduate medical education, including a definition of graduate medical education (GME), information about the number of residents in Massachusetts and nationally, and the distribution of positions by specialty. Dr. Hwang reviewed the major funding sources for GME, including Medicare, Medicaid, Department of Veterans Affairs, Teaching Health Center GME Program, Children’s hospital GME Program, Department of Defense, and Title VII health professions programs. She described the payment structure for Direct Graduate Medical Education Payments (DGME) and Indirect Graduate Medical Education Payments (IGME). 

Secretary Polanowicz requested additional information about hospitals exceeding the cap on the number of residents funded under DGME payments. John Erwin from COBTH indicated that he had this data and that this would be shared with the Secretary so that it could be presented to the Commission.

The commission raised questions about Medicaid funding for GME. Dr. Hwang stated that Massachusetts does not provide GME funds through Medicaid, and referenced a fifty-state survey completed by the Association of American Medical Colleges from 2010. 

Dr. Hwang described changes to GME as a result of the Affordable Care Act, and the Commission raised some questions about the redistribution of residency slots as a result of the ACA.

After the presentation, the Commission engaged in a discussion of how it would like to proceed. Secretary Polanowicz stated his desire to meet the statutory deadline of April 1, 2013. The Commission discussed different possible approaches, given the short timeline. The Commission considered an approach of submitting an interim report to the Legislature by April 1, 2013, indicating progress to date. The Commission did not formally adopt this approach, but will discuss this at the next meeting. In the meantime, the Commission chose to discuss its workplan assuming such an approach was taken, and identified several key questions to address.

Dr. Kuvin and Dr. Chiang reflected on the importance of graduate medical education in the Commonwealth, including its national impact and its impact on science and innovation. Dr. DeMarco indicated that her institution had done some analysis of the cost of replacing residents with other providers, and that this might be one way of assessing the value of graduate medical education. 
The Commission also discussed the importance of understanding workforce needs, particularly in light of ACOs and other delivery system changes. Commission discussed importance of being able to exclude hospitalists in assessing the adequacy of primary care workforce. Commission also discussed importance of being able to account for part-time physicians to understand what the true capacity was. Possible data sources for review were discussed, including physician survey data collected by the Board of Registration in Medicine and the Massachusetts Medical Society. 

The Commission expressed interest in hearing more about the state’s history of funding graduate medical education. 
The Commission discussed other initiatives related to GME, including an on-going study by the Institute of Medicine. Dr. Hwang agreed to provide relevant materials from the IOM meetings to the Commission. 

There was a suggestion from COBTH that Dr. Hwang contact AAMC for additional information about its fifty state survey. 
Secretary Polanowicz requested that as much data as possible be shared with Commission members in advance of the meeting so as to make the meeting time as efficient as possible.

At the conclusion of the discussion, Lauren Cleary, Assistant General Counsel for EOHHS, reviewed Open Meeting Law and Conflict of Interest law. Commission members were provided with required materials.

The Commission discussed scheduling of its next meeting in March. The meeting was adjourned at 2:15.  
