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These Updates, published by the Executive Office of Health and Human Services (EOHHS) in consultation with the other state agencies involved in ACA implementation, will bring you news related to the implementation of provisions of the ACA here in Massachusetts.
Grants and Demonstrations 
 
The ACA provides funding opportunities to transform how health care is delivered, expand access to care and support healthcare workforce training. 

Grant Activity

For information about ACA grants awarded to and grant proposals submitted by the Commonwealth, visit the Grants page of the Massachusetts National Health Care Reform website at: http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/gov/commissions-and-initiatives/healthcare-reform/national-health-care-reform-plan/grants-and-demonstrations.html
Guidance 

10/14/16 HHS/CMS issued a notice under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) seeking comments on two information collection activities.

Comments are due November 14, 2016.

Read the notice at: https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-10-14/pdf/2016-24814.pdf
In item #1, HHS/CMS is seeking comments on a new information collection activity related to  Generic Clearance for Evaluation of Stakeholder Training—Health Insurance Marketplace and Market Stabilization Programs. 
According to CMS, the agency is committed to providing appropriate education and technical outreach to states, issuers, self-insured group health plans and third-party administrators (TPA) participating in the Health Insurance Exchange and/or market stabilization programs mandated by the ACA. 

These programs include transitional reinsurance (§1341), temporary risk corridors programs (§1342), and a permanent risk adjustment program (§1343) to provide payments to health insurance issuers that cover higher-risk populations and to more evenly spread the financial risk borne by issuers.

CMS has been engaging stakeholders in the Exchange to obtain input through

Satisfaction Surveys following Stakeholder Training events. The survey results will help the agency to determine stakeholders’ level of satisfaction with trainings, identify any issues with training and technical assistance delivery, clarify stakeholders’ needs and preferences, and define best practices for training and technical assistance.

In item #3, HHS/CMS is seeking comments on a new information collection activity related to the CMS Healthcare.gov Site Wide Online Survey. According to HHS, the purpose of the survey is for the agency to gain an understanding of user experience, comprehension, and satisfaction with using the Federal Health Insurance Marketplace (Exchange) website established by ACA §1103.
The Exchange provides coverage to uninsured Americans, as well as those already enrolled in Exchange health insurance. One of the ways to purchase Exchange insurance is through the online tools on HealthCare.gov. HHS has developed a survey to be administered to consumers while they are using the website. The survey is part of a continuing data collection program mandated by the ACA that is designed to support the program goal to provide tools and information to help consumers to successfully find health insurance that they may not otherwise qualify for or find. 

Prior guidance can be found at: www.hhs.gov/healthcare/index.html
News

10/18/16 HHS awarded over $294 million in scholarship and loan repayment awards to primary care clinicians and students through the National Health Services Corps (NHSC) and NURSE Corps programs. 

These programs provide funding to primary care clinicians and students to reduce their educational debt in exchange for their multi-year service in underserved communities. The programs also remove financial barriers for health professionals interested in practicing a primary care discipline, enabling them to pursue community-based careers and increase access to primary care services in communities that need it most. The awards are funded through the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015 and extended under ACA §5207 and §5202. This year, NHSC and NURSE Corps provided 4,009 new awards and 2,436 continuation awards to recipients across the country, including individuals and organizations in Massachusetts.

Today more than 10,400 NHSC and 2,000 NURSE Corps clinicians provide culturally competent care to 11 million people in a variety of urban and rural settings. In particular, more than half NHSC clinicians work at community health centers. 

NHSC programs include: National Health Service Corps Scholarship Program, and National Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Program, National Health Service Corps Students to Service Loan Repayment Program. NURSE Corps programs include: NURSE Corps Scholarship Program, NURSE Corps Loan Repayment Program, Faculty Loan Repayment Program, and Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship Program. 

To learn more about NHSC, visit:  http://www.nhsc.hrsa.gov/ 

To learn more about NURSE Corps, visit:  http://www.hrsa.gov/loanscholarships/nursecorps/index.html
10/13/16 CMS announced a new initiative to increase clinician engagement and improve clinician experience with the Medicare program. The new initiative was announced as part of the agency’s delivery systems reforms included in ACA §3021 and §3022 and the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015. 
According to the agency, this new long-term effort aims to reshape the physician experience by reviewing regulations and policies in order to minimize administrative tasks. The initiative will include regular meetings between CMS regional offices and physicians to address issues within the clinician community to improve Medicare regulations, policies, documentation and overall clinician satisfaction. 

The initiative begins with the launch of an 18-month pilot program to reduce medical review for certain physicians while continuing to ensure program integrity. Advanced Alternative Payment Models (APMs) were identified by CMS as a potential opportunity for this pilot because participating clinicians share financial risk with the Medicare program. The Advanced APMs that will be included in the pilot include various Medicare ACOs. ACOs are groups of doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers who come together voluntarily to give coordinated high quality care to the Medicare patients they serve. 

The team of clinicians participating in Medicare serve over 55 million of the country’s seniors and individuals with disabilities. According to CMS, through this new initiative, the agency is focused on supporting and empowering those clinicians through a flexible, modern Medicare program informed by clinician expertise and experience. 

For more information please visit: CMS.GOV  
Bookmark the Massachusetts National Health Care Reform website at: 
National Health Care Reform to read updates on ACA implementation in Massachusetts. 
 
Remember to check the Mass.Gov website at: Dual Eligibles for information on the "Integrating Medicare and Medicaid for Dual Eligible Individuals" initiative.
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