Special Commission to Examine the Feasibility of Establishing a Pain Management Access Program (MCPAP)
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2pm-4pm, August 16, 2016
Conference Room 3, 21st Floor
1 Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108


First Meeting Agenda:

(1) Welcome 
(2) Introductions
(3) Review Open Meeting Law – Assistant Attorney General Jonathan Sclarsic presenting
(4) Review legislative authority
a. Review the development of a referral process to make pain management specialists accessible to primary care providers, including a process similar to the Massachusetts child psychiatry access project (MCPAP); 
b. Review the establishment of a pain management specialty certification through the board of registration in medicine to refer a primary care provider through MCPAP; 
c. Review ways to incorporate a full spectrum of pain management methods into provider care practices including non-opioid evidence-based alternative treatments; 
d. Review the current coverage of pain management through commercial and public insurers; and 
e. Reviewing ways to ensure a full spectrum of pain management interventions are covered through commercial and public insurance health plans. 
(5) Review MCPAP original model – Marcy Ravech presenting
(6) Review Mass. Medical Society’s MCPAP MAP for Pain Proposal – Brendan Abel presenting
(7) Review Mass. Health Quality Partners’ Proposal – Barbra Rabson presenting 
(8) Discuss deliverable 
a. Report 1: Commission to submit an initial report with its recommendations and drafts of proposed legislation or regulations, if any, by November 1, 2016
b. Report 2: Commission will submit a final report providing a full report on the commission’s charges by November 1, 2017
(9) Review next meeting dates
a. Ashburton 21st floor, 3pm-5pm on Monday, September 19, 2016
b. Ashburton 21st floor, 10am-12pm on Monday, October 3, 2016



