Rural Services Commission
January 23, 2013
Athol Memorial Hospital
Minutes
Chair:  Mark Waterbury, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Executive Office of Health and Human Services
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members Present:  Sandra Albright (Exec. Office of Elder Affairs), Suzin Bartley (Children’s Trust Fund), Rebecca Bialecki (North Quabbin Community Coalition), Erin Craft (Dept. of Early Education and Care), Clare Higgins (Community Action of Franklin, Hampshire and North Quabbin), Roseann Martoccia (Franklin County Home Care), Andrew Morehouse (Food Banks of Western Mass.), Alana Murphy (Dept. of Housing and Community Development), Yasmin Otero (Dept. of Transitional Assistance), Christine Palladino-Downs (Office of the Child Advocate), Edward Sayer (Hilltown Community Health Center)

Mark Waterbury convened the first meeting of the Rural Services Commission.  Introductions and a review of the agenda was the first item of business.  

Meeting Schedule
The proposed meeting schedule was reviewed and accepted:  the Commission will meet weekly on Wednesdays, from 10:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon, through March 6, 2013, with the exception of February 20.  Additional dates accepted are March 8, March 15, and April 1, 2013.  Meeting times and locations will be posted in accordance with the Open Meeting Law.  The Chair noted that the Commission’s Report to the Legislature is due on April 1, 2013.

Agenda Topics
Commission members agreed that the topics of discussion would follow the legislative language that outlines the responsibilities of the Commission.  Commission members suggested additional topics for consideration, including:  consolidating the applications for services; regional applications for grants; the availability of public transportation; overlapping service areas; access to services; consideration of what services could be “satellite” services; funding formulae for services delivered in rural areas; access to higher education, jobs, and economic opportunity.
Definition of “Rural”
The Chair opened discussion on a definition of “rural” based on population density, which was presented in a study by the Center for Rural Massachusetts (“Rural Massachusetts: a Statistical Overview,” MacDougall and Campbell, 1995).  The definition of rural used in that study was communities with a population of fewer than 500 people per square mile.  Applying that definition, based on the 2010 U. S. Census, there are 171 rural communities across the Commonwealth’s 14 counties. Worcester County has the most (39), followed by Berkshire County (30), Franklin (25), Hampshire (16), Hampden (13), Middlesex (10), Plymouth (9), Barnstable (9), Essex (7), Bristol (5), Dukes (5), Norfolk (2), Nantucket (1), and Suffolk (0).  
Discussion focused on: income levels, isolation, barriers to accessing services, application processes, transportation, how services are delivered, the cost of delivering services, use of technology, resource allocation (noting the focus on Gateway Cities), and the potential regional collaboration in service delivery.  There was no consensus on a definition of “rural.”
Follow-up
Map of rural communities:  DHCD will produce
Executive Order 530:  EOHHS will distribute
Map of transit systems, including trip frequency:  DHCD will take the lead on producing.
Broadband access:  EOHHS and DHCD will distribute
Income definitions:  Commission Member Clare Higgins will research
