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August 28, 2008
JudyAnn Bigby, M.D., Secretary

EOHHS

One Ashburton Place, Room 1109

Boston, MA  02108

Dear Secretary Bigby:

I am writing on behalf of the Children’s League of Massachusetts, a statewide association of seventy-three organizations and individuals that collectively advocate for public policies and adequate funding that ensures the well being of the Commonwealth’s children, youth and their families.   
The Patrick-Murray Administration has undertaken and/or supported a number of efforts to do just that.
We applaud the Administration’s commitment to children, particularly as evidenced by the increased coordination and collaboration of State Agencies involved with the purchase and oversight of children’s services, as well as the Governor’s appointment of the State’s first Child Advocate.  EOHHS’ many interagency working groups exemplify the Administration’s understanding of the benefits of collaboration and the need to approach children’s services in a holistic manner.  We trust that an important element of this effort will be joint budgeting and joint planning for all procurements.  Any statute, regulation or policy that is an obstacle to coordination and integration should be changed.  
The Governor’s Readiness Project also underscores the need for inter-secretariat coordination and planning, and aims the spotlight at the intersection of education and children’s health and human services. 

Finally, we appreciate the Administration’s support for purchasing rate reform, child welfare reform, mental health parity, and children’s behavioral health reform as indicated by the Governor’s signing of these major statutory initiatives.  We recognize that these reforms will not occur overnight, as they represent major paradigm shifts in the way the commonwealth purchases and organizes service delivery.  We offer our assistance in planning for the operational implementation of these reforms.

For many years, the League has worked to protect critical services from being cut.  We have supported the efforts of state government and private providers to reduce inefficiencies, to collaborate beyond simply coordinating, and to focus on maximizing resources.  
We also recognize that the economic condition for the current fiscal year for both the state and nation is tenuous.  We anticipate that the state must now, and for FY10, make decisions that will affect not only the pace at which these reforms are implemented, but also the level of existing services.
We realize some very hard budget decisions are being made.  We know there are many competing needs.  But the state budget is the Commonwealth’s annual major public policy statement, reflecting the values of our residents.  We support the value of government caring for the vulnerable and less fortunate, for those who cannot speak or care for themselves.  We believe that preventing abuse and neglect in families and ensuring that mental health and substance abuse services are available for those in need are important functions of state government.  We know that diminished funding for services for children in conflict with the law will only lessen the positive outcomes of rehabilitative services and decrease the public safety.  And we know that limiting access to the availability of early education and care resources will negatively impact the readiness of children to learn.
During the economic downturn of the early 2000’s, many of these services were cutback or lost entirely.  We have not yet fully restored what existed before that time.  That is why we ask you to hold harmless children’s services, specifically within DCF, DEEC, DMH, DPH, DYS, and DMR, from any budgetary reductions both for the current FY09 fiscal year and for the upcoming FY10 fiscal year.  

The Court Remedy for the Rosie D. case will affect all of the EOHHS agencies that provide, purchase, and regulate children’s services, and it is unknown at this time how and what that impact will be.  Therefore, we strongly recommend that no resources from current services be shifted to implement the Rosie D. remedy; in fact we urge you to provide new funding to support this transition.
There is a point at which NOT maintaining funding actually creates a larger drain on both human capital and financial resources.  Providing services to children, youth and their families now can prevent more costly expenditures later.  Physical and emotional pain and suffering now, without available resources with which to respond to them, will only progress as these children grow into adulthood.  Demand is high for children’s behavioral health services, and waiting lists already exist.  Continued reductions in State Agency budgets by level funding children’s services mean that some will lose services, in addition to excluding those already in line for them.  It still ignores the reality of these children’s lives and the legal, ethical, and moral demands they present.
The Children’s League of Massachusetts strongly urges EOHHS to hold children’s services harmless from any budget reductions for FY09 and FY10, and to include the following in your FY10 budget proposal:

· New funding to insure full implementation of the state plan for Rosie D, including adequate resources for the array of services needed and the qualified staff to provide them.
· A coordinated interagency plan for Evidence Based Treatment and Practices.

· Interagency coordination at the local and regional levels, similar to what is occurring at the state level.

Please contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Barbara J. Talkov

Executive Director
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