Good afternoon Secretary Bigby.  My name is John Anton, and I am the Chairman of MASS Advocates Standing Strong.

On behalf of self advocates all over the State, I’d like to thank Governor Patrick for signing the budget amendment that includes Changing the Name of DMR to the Department of Developmental Services.  We are overjoyed, and look forward to seeing the change reflected on doors and letterhead.

I know when people look at us they see disabilities, but we are working hard to eliminate labels and change perceptions of who we are.  Thank you for helping.

On behalf of MASS here are some of our budget priorities:

· Increased funding for community support services that allow for choice and control over the kind of services we receive.  Money should follow each person to suit our needs and dreams.  We are the experts on our own lives.

· Support flexible funding for individuals and families as a cost-effective way to make a positive difference in our lives.
· Please increase funding for Turning 22 so no one is left behind without the support they need at this critical time in life.

· Please increase the amount of funding for employment supports so that people can get real jobs that they need and want and out of workshops!

· Please increase the number of service coordinators funded.  We believe this will mean more attention to each person and more creative solutions to help us achieve our dreams and goals.

· Closing Institutions.  MASS believes that it is time for residential institutions to close in favor of living in the community.  It costs the State more for people to live in institutions.  The savings from closing facilities should be directed to community supports.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you.  And thank you for your interest and support.



Sincerely,



John Anton, Chairman



MASS Advocates Standing Strong
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