Dear Dr. Bigby,

My name is Reggie Clark.  I am a member of the DMR Statewide Advisory Council (SAC), a former resident of Fernald Developmental Center, a worker, a parent, and a voter.

I want to thank you for your support in changing the name of DMR to the Department of Developmental Services.  The “R” work is as painful as the “N” word.  I appreciate the effort to remove it from the name of a state agency.

I want to encourage funding for the many programs and supports provided by the Department.  In particular, transportation for civic, social, religious, and recreational activities needs support.  To have a full life and be full citizens, my friends and I need opportunities to worship, to be engaged in citizenship activities, to socialize and find ways to be part of and to contribute to our community.  Since I live in Brookline and know the MBTA very well, I can manage to get around.  But many people outside of Boston don’t have access to this transportation system.  AND even here, there is room for improvement with the RIDE.

Please consider ways to provide transportation to people will disabilities.  Just as you took transportation to the Reggie Lewis Center for granted, we need a transportation system that allows us to easily plan and participate in activities important to us.

Thank you
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