Good Afternoon:

My name is Christine Shane; I am an assistant professor at Fitchburg State College and Chairperson of the State Advisory Council for the Department of Mental Retardation.  A word of THANKS for your support in changing the name of DMR to the Department of Developmental Services.  This means a great deal to self-advocates, their families, and supporters.

I am here today to advocate for two very important issues.  First, it is essential that the Department’s base budget remain intact!  Assaults on the base budget contribute to a diminution of quality services and supports, reduces the quality of life for individuals with disabilities, and eventually, increases health care and human services curative and rehabilitation costs.

Second, to keep funds from the state facilities account in DMR—to support community based services.  As facility populations decrease and institutions close, the savings will help to provide community services to currently underserved individuals and will meet the spirit of the Olmstead Decision (1999) to serve persons with disabilities in the least restrictive environment possible.

· Thirty-five years age, after graduating from U. Mass Amherst, I went to work at Belchertown State School.  The deplorable living conditions at the institution were exposed in the press, the first consent decree was imposed upon the Commonwealth (Ricci v. Greenblatt, 1972), and Belchertown State School was finally closed.  Institutional conditions, although improved over the years, still exist for approximately 900 people living in facilities state wide.

· The cost to support an individual in an institution is approximately $187,000 per year as contrasted to the cost to support an individual, with the same degree of disability in a community setting, is approximately $102,000.  A saving of $65,000 per person.  (DMR testimony, May, 2007)

· The physical maintenance of six antiquated state facilities cost millions of dollars per year.  With the cost of fuel soaring, taxpayers’ dollars are literally “going up in smoke”.

· Last, but most important, both ethically and legally (pursuant to the Olmstead Decision), it is the right thing to do!

Another critical issue is the need for administrative funds to provide an adequate number of DMR service coordinators who are the primary link to individuals and families to services and supports.  Service coordinators are also vital to maintain and enhance the quality of people’s lives.  We need to bring the ratio of service coordinators to consumers to a manageable level.

Thank you
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