Dear Dr. Bigby and Staff,


I appreciate the opportunity to submit a testimony regarding the FY09 Budget.  I just read a copy of the testimony sent to you by Colleen M. Lutkevich, Executive Director of COFAR.  Colleen’s letter reflects so much of what I want everyone to realize, understand, and consider.  But I do wonder how many really have a good understanding of the dual diagnosed population (retarded, mentally ill, and physically handicapped) such as my sister Ann Marie Carella who resides at Hogan Regional Center.  Although she is not profoundly or even severely retarded her psychiatric illness is extremely compromising and disabling.  In conjunction with this fact and also being mildly to moderately retarded her support needs are tremendous.  Any change in her daily routine severely impact her whole sense of well-being.  If she was ever forced to change her environment and leave her “second family” the effect would be catastrophic for her.  I am very grateful to Colleen for pointing out that “the residents that chose to stay in developmental centers are as a group OLDER, MORE DISABLED, MORE MEDICALLY, AND BEHAVIORALLY COMPLICATED THAN OTHER D.M.R. CLIENTS.”  This statement is an accurate description of my sister’s situation.


Thank you for your consideration in this matter.


Sincerely,


Carol Carella
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