Dear Dr. Bigby:

We cannot attend the upcoming Public Hearings on August 27th and August 28th because we will be away from this area.  We wish, however, to join with others in sharing a concern that we and other parents, with whom we work, have voiced in anticipation of the 2010 Budget preparation.

That concern relates to the greatly needed additional financial Family Support Funds.  Over 3,000 families are on a waiting list for any funding, despite the Chapter 171 promise of such support.  Too many others receive inadequate funds to provide for their child to stay at home without jeopardizing the entire family structure.

We personally know the value of being able to keep a child with significant disabilities at home, where s/he feels loved and safe and can be actively involved with family members in local community activities.  But such support does require additional funds for families, and sometimes a significant amount.  If we had had such support when our daughter was a teenager, we would not have had to send her to an institutional setting where she remained into adulthood.  I cannot convey the grief we felt (and continue to feel) at having her in an institution, that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars, all the while denying her and us the quality of family life and love that we could have provided, with sufficient help.

This year the line item for Family Support was raised to $2 million.  In reality is should be closer to $10 million.  In the long run it is cost effective fiscally for the Commonwealth and psychologically and spiritually for its families.  Thirty years ago the Health and Human Services System and the Legislature may have been forgiven for not understanding the importance of Family Support Funds for those who wish to keep their child at home.  No longer!

Thank you for advocating for children, individuals and families who have disabilities as part of their ongoing lives.

Sincerely yours,

Catherine and Victor Carpenter

Parents of Gracia Carpenter (Aug 15, 1963- July 22, 2005) who had Developmental Disabilities including Autism; and Melissa Carpenter who is Deaf & Learning Disabled.
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