Jewish Community Relations Council/ Massachusetts Association of Jewish Federations

Dear Secretary Bigby,

MAJF is a statewide government affairs office which represents the eight Jewish Federations which are spread throughout the Commonwealth and their affiliated agencies.  The JCRC is the representative voice of the organized Jewish community of Greater Boston, with 42 member organizations.  The Massachusetts Association of Jewish Federations (MAJF) and the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) work through advocacy, to promote a public policy that reflects both Jewish and universal values of social justice.  One of the JCRC’s, as well as MAJF’s, highest priorities are advocating for people with special needs.

Currently, the Department of Mental Retardation serves close to 32,000 and, unfortunately, thousands of them do not ask for or cannot obtain services.  We would like to call to your attention the lack of available funding for services to those individuals who depend on our support to enhance the fundamental quality of life of developmental disabilities.  This lack of funding, as well as essential services, not only impacts the care of the individuals, but gravely increases the pain and stress to their families.

As you compile your FY 2010 recommendations, MAJF and JCRC urge you to remember that while funding increased for many of the DMR line items in FY09, overall funding for developmental disabilities has not kept pace with the need for services.  Critical programs that serve some of the most vulnerable citizens of the Commonwealth need your support and a much needed increase in funds.  Programs such as the “Turning 22 Initiative” which provides money to many young people who have severe disabilities and age out of the public school system when they turn 22 or the “Flexible Family Support” program which provides support to a family with a child or adult with multiple disabilities need to continue receiving funding increases.  We respectfully request the following line items receive increases in FY10:

1. Flexible Family Supports (Budget line item 5920-3000) which supports the right of individuals with disabilities to receive appropriate services and other assistance from the Department of Mental Retardation.

2. Turning 22 (Budget line item 5920-5000) which addresses the 580 students that need a mix of services as they graduate from special education.

3. Homemaking Services for People with Disabilities (Budget line item 4120-5000) which supports home care services for clients of the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.

4. Residential Rate (Budget line item 5920-2006) which will assist DMR in further addressing the under funded residential services and to replace the current method of contracting for community residential services.

5. Community Residential (Budget line item 5920-2000) to help address the waiting lists which have been growing since the Boulet Settlement was completed.

6. Support the continuation of funding by the Department of Mental Retardation of Yesodot, the Community Governing Board of Jewish parents of children with developmental and complex disabilities.

Thank you so much for this opportunity.

Sincerely,

Nancy K. Kaufman



Jim Shainker

Executive Director, JCRC



President
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