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Good afternoon!

I am Alan Gentle, parent of a 24 year old young lady born with Down syndrome.  Natasha attended Charlestown High School and together with teachers and staff, ultimately enjoyed the honor of participating in the graduation ceremony. 

As you can imagine seen Natasha dressed in her graduation gown and hat was a momentous occasion in and of itself.  But, as each of us can appreciate, the transition from high school is much more meaningful when the next step is clear whether you’re T22 in a community based residential program, living a home or an individual without intellectual disabilities.

As a parent and member of the SAC (Statewide Advisory Council), I appreciate the opportunity to share with you the critical importance of supporting the DMR funding request and allowing any dollars saved in the department’s budget to remain there to support the critical need to address the ever increasing challenges posed by a growing population of consumers T22.  

The impact of DMR to meet its responsibilities should not be determined by who is more aggressive and knowledgeable in pursuing their assigned Service Coordinator (whose current caseload for children is 1:22 and 1:155 for adults), but by a system that recognizes the overall contribution of each of its community members.  

Today, Natasha goes to work daily, earns a living that enables her to contribute to the economy, engage in career exploration, and whose life is increasingly enriched.  None of this would be possible without timely access to a Service Coordinator who connected her to transportation, day employment services in a community work program, and family support services.
While we consider ourselves lucky, the anxiety of loosing ground is ever present.  In FY07, $17.6 million was appropriated to serve the 571 T22 population but 30% of T22 are in supported Residential Services programs.  In effect “an average of 77% of the T22 funding is used to serve this population.  Leaving “an average of 23% of the funding to provide day/employment, family support, and transportation services for those 70% who are still living at home with their families.”  

                                                                Thank you!
