Dear Dr. Bigby,

I am writing to first thank you and the Administration for your support this past legislative season for Maintenance funding for DMH, for the critically important Salary Reserve increases, for Mental Health Parity and for your support of the Act to Strengthen Human Services, formerly Senate 65.  As you prepare your next budget request there are several requests I am writing to make.

Please grant the Department of Mental Health a Maintenance Budget again this year.  DMH is underfunded and the adult community mental health system is in need of additional resources.  In addition, please add to your request an increase of $2.7 million dollars in the 5046 line item to increase support for the 32 Massachusetts Clubhouses that are funded by DMH.  Please also request an increase of $23 million again this year for Salary Reserve.  At some point the new Act will help adjust salaries, but salary reserve increases are badly needed again this year.
I also hope you will also provide leadership in helping to defeat the effort to repeal the state income tax.  So many adults who have mental illness and others depend on state supported services.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Florence F. Bodnar
135 Scranton Ave

Falmouth, MA 02540

