Safe Teens/Safe Communities Coalition
Massachusetts Communities Action Network 
        1773 Dorchester Avenue     
Boston, MA 02124
(617) 822-1499     Fax. No. (617) 282-2007  www.mcan-oltc.org

August 16, 2008
]
Re: EOHHS Budget Hearings

Secretary JudyAnn Bigby 
EOHHS
One Ashburton Place, Room 1109, 
Boston, MA 02108 

Dear Secretary Bigby,

    We are submitting these recommendations for your consideration for the House 1 budget that Governor Patrick will propose in January as testimony for the EOHHS budget hearings.

    Last year, Governor Patrick proposed a $5 million increase for the DPH Youth Violence Prevention Program, 4590-1506, in House 2. We appreciate and thank you and him for doing this. The Legislature subsequently approved a $1.5 million increase.

   Given the tremendous need for youth violence prevention program funding and given that only part of what the Governor proposed last year was funded, we would ask that you include a $3.5 million increase for this budget item in what EOHHS recommends to the Governor.

    We are a coalition of 25 community and faith based organizations that worked to create this program during 2007 and have worked on state funding issues affecting youth violence prevention

    Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Lewis Finfer
for the Safe Teens/Safe Communities Coalition
and for Massachusetts Communities Action Network

