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August 27, 2008

Help Save Money and Lives by Increasing Funding for the                 Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program

OVERVIEW
Thanks to increased funding over the past two years, Massachusetts has had several victories against Big Tobacco.  For instance, the adult smoking rate, youth smoking rate and illegal tobacco sales to minors have all significantly fallen.  Moreover, since July 1, nearly 11,000 smokers throughout Massachusetts have called the state's quitline to get free nicotine patches.  This is clearly a benefit that smokers want and need.    
Regrettably, the progress we’ve made in Massachusetts could be in jeopardy.  This year, the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program (MTCP) was level-funded at $12.75 million.  This figure represents less than 2% of the estimated $844 million the state will bring in this year from tobacco revenue
 and is a far cry from federally recommended minimums suggested by the CDC.  Contrastingly, Big Tobacco spends $3.7 million every week in Massachusetts to market their deadly products. 

In the past, when Massachusetts has slowed down their efforts to fight Big Tobacco, reductions in smoking rates plateau and certain demographic groups get hooked all over again.   An increase in funding for the MTCP of $5.25 million (line item 4590-0300) would bring the program budget total to $18 million.  This funding would enable the MTCP to continue to build on their momentum and further decrease tobacco use and improve lung health throughout Massachusetts.  
RECENT FINDINGS

Recent research highlights the need for comprehensive and adequately funded tobacco control program.
· The National Cancer Institute’s report, The Role of the Media in Promoting and Reducing Tobacco Use, demonstrates conclusively that anti-tobacco advertising campaigns are effective at reducing tobacco use, especially when combined with school and community programs.  Similarly, this study also demonstrates that tobacco advertising initiates youth smoking.
  
· A new scientific study from the University of California (San Francisco) recently found that the California Tobacco Control Program (CTCP) has saved $86 billion (in 2004 dollars) in personal healthcare costs during its 15 year history.  During this time period (1989-2004), California spent $1.8 billion on their tobacco control program.  This represents a 50-to-1 return on investment, according to the study.  These dramatic cost savings came even when funding for the CTCP was subject to substantial cuts during the mid-1990s.  If this funding remained constant, researchers estimate that California’s total healthcare cost savings could have reached $156 billion.
  Similarly, in 2002, researchers at the UMass and the MIT have concluded that – on average, even under conservative assumptions – the MTCP has reduced the state’s health care costs by an average $85 million annually.  

Clearly, these studies demonstrate that state tobacco prevention and cessation programs are highly effective.  More funding would allow the MTCP to expand the scope of their prevention and cessation efforts; including creating new media campaigns.  These efforts would, in turn, not only save money, but save countless lives throughout the Commonwealth.  

 KEY POINTS

· Tobacco is the leading case of death in Massachusetts.  Everyday, 24 families – or 1 family every hour – loses a loved one to smoking-related disease.
· The Massachusetts Tobacco Program (MTCP) has a proven track record in being able to fight Big Tobacco.  Currently, this program is being level funded at $12.75 million (or 2% of total tobacco revenue).   Clearly, Massachusetts has the revenue to do more to support tobacco prevention and cessation.  
· The National Cancer Institute has demonstrated that media campaigns are a proven method for preventing kids from smoking and encouraging smokers to quit.  More funding will help the MTCP continue to cut the state’s adult and youth smoking rates.  
· Researchers at the University of California found that the state was able to save $86 billion (in 2004 dollars) in personal healthcare costs during its 15 year history.  This represents a 50-to-1 return on investment, according to the study.  Increasing the funding for the MTCP will not only lead to a cost savings, but, save countless lives as well. 
CONCLUSION
An increase in funding for the MTCP will help to save money and lives throughout Massachusetts.  It's imperative that we increase their funding to ensure that their success against Big Tobacco continues.    
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� This figure includes funds raised by the $1.00 tax increase.  Prior to the July 1st tobacco tax increase, the sate received nearly $700 million a year in tobacco revenue.  





�The NCI report can be found at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tcrb/monographs/19/index.htm"�www.cancercontrol.cancer.gov/tcrb/monographs/19/index.htm�.


� The UCSF's report can be found at: �HYPERLINK "http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0050178" \t "_blank"�http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=get-document&doi=10.1371/journal.pmed.0050178� 





