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 Massachusetts Coalition for a Healthy Future


August 27, 2008

Dr. JudyAnn Bigby

Secretary

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Executive Office of Health and Human Services

One Ashburton Place, Room 1109

Boston, MA  02108

Dear Secretary Bigby:

Thank you for your leadership in improving the health of Massachusetts residents by increasing the cigarette excise tax, and by making smoking cessation benefits available permanently to all MassHealth subscribers.  We are deeply appreciative of your commitment to public health.  On behalf of Tobacco Free Mass, a privately funded statewide coalition of fifty organizations that advocates for tobacco prevention and cessation policy, I submit the following testimony for your consideration.  
As you craft your FY2010 budget proposal, we ask that you continue your commitment to tobacco prevention and cessation programs.  As you know, tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death in Massachusetts; annually, more than 9,000 people die as a result of tobacco-related disease.  The significant decrease the state saw in its adult smoking rate between 2006 and 2007 is attributable in large part to a correlating increase in funding to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program (MTCP).  The return on investment in this program is clear and convincing - increased funding will ensure that the decline continues.  In fact, a report issued earlier this week showed that California's tobacco control campaign saved the state $86 billion in health care costs in its first 15 years (based on 2004 dollars), a representing a nearly fifty-fold return.  
Specifically, we request an increase in funding for the MTCP of $5.25 million (line item 4590-0300), which would bring the program budget total to $18 million.  Prior to the July 1st increase in the tobacco tax, the state received nearly $700 million annually in tobacco revenue; that figure could rise to close to $850 million in FY2009.  Currently, Massachusetts spends less than two percent of that total on tobacco prevention and cessation services and programming.  By contrast, the tobacco industry spends almost $4 million every week in Massachusetts to market its deadly products.  Continuous counter-marketing, enforcement, and education, along with cessation resources for those adults who do smoke, are key in neutralizing this influence, and spending money now will avoid future health and economic costs. 
We understand you have many important considerations before you.  Tobacco Free Mass appreciates your efforts in decreasing the leading preventable cause of death in Massachusetts.

Sincerely,
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Gena Carter, M.D.
Chair

cc: Secretary Leslie Kirwan 

American Academy of Pediatrics, Massachusetts Chapter


American Cancer Society


American Heart Association


American Lung Association


American Stroke Association


Asthma and Allergy Foundation of American, New England Chapter


Bay State Community Services


Boston Public Health Commission


BOLD Teens Against Tobacco


Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids


Central MA Center for Healthy Communities


Codman Square Health Center


Connors Center for Women’s Health & Gender Biology at Brigham & Women’s Hospital


Dana-Farber Cancer Institute


Delta Dental of Massachusetts


Easter Seals


Gandara Center


Glaxo SmithKline


Harvard University Health Services


Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates


Health Foundation of Central Massachusetts


Health Care for All


Institute for Health & Recovery


March of Dimes


Massachusetts Academy of Family Physicians


Massachusetts Association of Health Boards


Massachusetts Association of Health Plans


Massachusetts Association of Public Health Nurses


Massachusetts Chapter, American College of Cardiologists


Massachusetts Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health


Massachusetts Health Council


Massachusetts Health Officers Association


Massachusetts Hospital Association


Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers


Massachusetts Medical Society


Massachusetts Medical Society Alliance


Massachusetts Municipal Association


Massachusetts Nurses Association


Massachusetts Pharmacists Association


Massachusetts Public Health Association


MASSPIRG


MGH Community Health Assoc. “Pack It In” Program


New England Coalition for Cancer Survivorship


Sociedad Latina


The Medical Foundation


Tobacco Control Resource Center


Western Massachusetts Center for Healthy Communities
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Tobacco Free Mass is a privately-funded coalition that advocates for funding and policies that support tobacco prevention and reduction of the public's exposure to secondhand smoke.

