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Commonwealth of Massachusetts

One Ashburton Place, Room 1109

Boston, MA 02108

RE:    Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Recommendations

Dear Secretary Bigby:

AARP is a nonprofit, non-partisan membership organization for people 50 and over.  We have almost 40 million members nationwide and 875,000 members in the Commonwealth.  Thanks you for the opportunity today to submit recommendations on behalf of our members.

AARP believes that all American should have access to affordable health care; including prescription drugs, wellness and prevention efforts, and choices when it comes to long term care – allowing them to maintain their independence at home or in their communities with expanded and affordable financing options.

AARP knows that the Commonwealth faces fiscal challenges in the coming administrative term.  But we also know that critical programs that serve the most vulnerable among us must be protected.  The aging populations of Massachusetts will continue to grow along with its unique issues related to health and long term care needs. Both planning and action by the Commonwealth is required for making our society work well in behalf of all its residents.  AASP is pleased to join the Commonwealth and your department in this effort.

The Executive Office of Elder Affairs in concert with Executive Office of Health and Human Services provide essential services for the Commonwealth’s older population – services that keep people healthy and living with dignity. It is critical that reductions not be made to the programs, services and budgets.
We recommend the following:
· A highly visible Executive Office of Affairs to serve as an advocate and planner within state governor and a point of recourse for older residents.
· Full funding for Prescription Advantage so that enrollees to not have coverage gaps created by the Medicaid Part D “donut hole”, and they have continued coverage of cost- sharing increases.  In addition, we recommend funding to cover prescription drugs not included in the Medicare Part D plan formularies.

· Full funding to cover cost-sharing increases and prescription drugs not included in the Medicare part D plan formularies for those who are dually eligible for Medicare and Medicaid.

· Development of a long term care continuum, that includes high quality, affordable skilled nursing facilities, assisted living facilities, senior housing and home and community based services, to meet the needs of our aging population.

· Full and adequate funding to provide home and community based care that enables older and disabled persons to remain healthy and independent.

· Full and adequate funding of skilled nursing facilities – which often care for the most frail and vulnerable individuals.

· Full and adequate funding to implement the health care reform law so that consumers will have  access to affordable insurance products with meaningful benefits.

· Full and adequate funding to continue health care reform outreach and education grants.

· Full and adequate funding for the Department of Public Health to implement the newly created prescription outreach and education program for providers.

· Full and adequate funding for the Department of Public Health to implement pharmaceutical code of conduct regulations and monitoring, disclosure and enforcement systems.

· Adequate funding to implement the statewide initiative to prevent hospital acquired infections.

AASP believes that all individual have a right to high quality health care services when they need them.  Further, we believe that acute, chronic and long term care services should be coordinated and integrated to ensure a continuum of care throughout an individual’s lifetime.  We look forward to working with you and would be happen to assist you in any way possible on these important issues.

Please do not hesitate to contact Jessica Costantino, Director of Advocacy, at 617.305.0538 or jcostantino@aarp.org, if you have question or concerns or if we can provide you with additional information.
Very truly yours,






Deborah Banda



Charles Desmond

State Director



State President

Cc: Secretary Michael Festa

Executive Office of Elder Affairs
(Transcribed by Samantha Thomas, EOHHS)

